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EuroMaidan 
magnifies 


Ukraine’ 


5 human 


rights problems 


By Mark Rachkevych, Kyiv Post 

EuroMaidan, the anti-govern- 
ment protests launched on Nov. 21, 
has put the spotlight on Ukraine’s 
worsening record regarding human 
rights, police brutality and media 
freedom under President Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

In its second month, EuroMaidan 
activists have suffered physical as- 
saults and say they are facing pol- 
itically motivated criminal investi- 
gations. 

In December alone, according 
to Kharkiv Human Rights Group 
director Yevhen Zakharov, more 
than 50 journalists were assaulted 
- mainly by police — including 40 
on Пес. 1 alone, when a large rally 
erupted in central Kyiv in response 
to a violent police crackdown on 
Independence Square the day be- 
fore. 

The most high-profile case in- 
volves the Dec. 25 beating of 
Tetyana Chornovol. Despite presi- 
dential orders to bring those guilty 
to justice, police have yet to an- 
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nounce who ordered the attack or 
why it took place. Activists believe 
investigators are stalling and fear 
a cover-up. Chornovol specialized 
in exposes on the lavish properties 
owned by Yanukovych as well as 
other members of the political elite. 
On Jan. 7, she identified Yanuko- 
vych as the prime suspect in or- 
dering the attack on her, prompting 
a presidential denial on Jan. 9. 

Despite an amnesty law in force 
concerning EuroMaidan protesters, 
four activists remain in custody 
for taking part in rallies, according 
to Kharkiv Human Rights group 
member Halya Coynash. She iden- 
tified the four as Yaroslav Prytu- 
lenko, Andriy Dzyndzya, Viktor 
Smaliy and Volodymyr Kadura. 

As of Jan. 3, police pressure in 
the form of home visits and re- 
quests for statements has been ap- 
plied to 70 activists who have taken 
part in a roving automobile rally to 
hold demonstrations at residences 
of the nation’s leadership, says the 
group’s leader Dmytro Bulatov. 
Police say there is no political mo- 
tive behind their actions. 

Two members of a police traffic 
watchdog also remain in custody, 
while other members of the group 
have been assaulted. 

Members of parliament are not 
immune. Svoboda lawmaker An- 
driy Ilyenko was beaten not far 
from a Kyiv police station on Jan. 
4 together with his lawyer. Police 
denied any involvement in the mat- 
ter. 

Seven vehicles belonging to 
EuroMaidan activists in Kharkiv, 
the nation’s second largest city, 
have been set on fire. Two of them 
belong to local politicians from 
the opposition Batkivshchyna and 
Svoboda parties. 

Other reports of violence being 
used against EuroMaidan activ- 
ists in the regions have taken place 
in Dnipropetrovsk, Kherson and 
Rivne. 

Although authorities say they are 
just doing their jobs, their actions 
are seen as heavy-handed attempts 
to intimidate activists. “Each time 
the government uses force, it only 
resentment from the 


provokes 


other side...I1 believe EuroMaidan 
can be radical but peaceful,” said 
Zakharov. 


While some call it a continuous 
campaign of creeping authoritar- 
ianism, political analyst Serhiy 
Taran characterized law enforce- 
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Niagara 5 Horseshoe (Canadian) Falls lit up Blue and Yellow 


Niagara Falls turns Blue and Yellow 


(UCC Toronto)—What a way to end the year! 
An unprecedented event was held at Niagara Falls, 
Ont., Dec. 29, organized by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress-Toronto Branch, Maidan Committee. The 
Ukrainian communities of Southern Ontario from 
Toronto to Hamilton, Beamsville, Welland, St Cath- 
arines and Niagara Falls joined together to show their 
solidarity for the plight of Ukraine and the people in 
Kyiv’s Independence Square — EuroMaidan. 

The event was a resounding success, on all counts. 
A cavalcade of cars departed the UNF Hall in Toronto 
at 6:00 pm and was joined by participants all along the 
QEW to Niagara Falls. 

Close to 500 passionate demonstrators gathered to 
attend the Moleben led by Rev. Viktor Nazartezyk and 
joined by clergy from other Ukrainian Catholic and 
Orthodox churches, at St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Niagara Falls, who also graciously hosted 
the large gathering to refreshments. Afterwards, the 


Maidan supporters proceeded with a march to the 
falls, singing Ukrainian national songs, anthems and 
waving flags of Ukraine, Canada and the EU. At 9pm 
— Niagara Falls glowed Blue and Yellow. 

The organizers are pleased to have received an 
email of gratitude from pop star Ruslana on the Маї- 
dan. “We are delighted that our effort was shown and 
recognized so positively on the Maidan” said Mai- 
dan Committee chair Markian Shwee. “That was the 
whole point”. 

We will continue our efforts to show support for 
our compatriots throughout Ukraine in their efforts to 
push back Russian domination, support EU integra- 
tion, bring justice to perpetrators of unwarranted vio- 
lence and protect the freedom of the press. 

Please check our website regularly at www.uuu.ca/ 
euromaidan, and facebook at https://www.facebook. 
com/euromaidancanada and lend your support to this 
worthy cause. 


PHOTO — ANNA JACYNIAK 


Maidan supporters rally by the Falls. 
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Із Різдвом Христовим Вас щиро вітаємо! Здоров'я міцного, достатку рясного, 
сімейного щастя та Божої Ласки Вам тепло Бажаємо! Нехай святковий настрій 
та родинне тепло лунають дитячим сміхом у Ваших серцях, залишаючи добро, 
мир та радість навесь наступний рік! 


Адвокат Ігор Бардин 
Директор Канадсько- Української Парляментарної Програми і Канадської Програми МекДоналд-Лор'є 
www. katedra.org 


та інтерни Канадсько-Української Парляментарної Програми з України, Грузії, Італії, Німеччини, 
Нідерландії, Росії , Австрії, та Китаю 


Ірина Бурак, Оттавський Університет 

Андрій Бринь, Римський Університет “La Sapienza” 

Оксана Дехтярова, Луганський і Флєнзбурзький Університети 

Марина Гусякова, Національний Хмельницький і Саарландський Університети 
Ніна Гаврилова, Віденьський Університет 

Артем Гуменюк, Київський Національний Лінгвістичний Університет, 

Ганна Янова, Національний Університет Києво-Могилянська Академіа 

Сулхан Інаїшвілі, Inia Національний Університет, Тіблісі Грузія 

Анна Купреєва, Оттавський Університет 

Ірина Кутняк, Харківський Національний Університет 

Катерина Латиш, Харківський Національний Університет 

i Національний Юридичний Університет їмені Ярослава Мудрого 

Олег Легкий, Тернопільський і Гданський Університет 

Наталя Літвінова, Луганський Національний Університет імені Тараса Шевченка 
ї Катяский Жезянг Нормальний Університет 

Людмила Мельник, Маїнзький Університет імені Йоанеса Гутенберга 

Ксеня Мухіна, Національний Університет Києво-Могилянська Академіа 

Ольга Музиченко, Національний Університет імені Тараса Шевченка 

Мар'яна Михайлюк, Троянський Університет 

i Львівський Національний Університет імені Івана Франка 

Наталя Микитей, Чорноморський Національний Університет імені Петра Могили 
Анна Новосад, Мастрихтський Університет 

і Національний Університет Києво-Могилянська Академіа 

Марічка Полюлюк, Університет Північної Дакоти 

i Львівський Національний Університет імені Івана Франка 

Ірина Пущик, Київський Національний Університет театру, кіно 

і телебачення імені Карпенко-Карого 

Марина Рабінович, Одеський Національний Університет 

Анатолій Рева, Київський Політехнічний Унівеситет 

Артем Самарський, Санкт Петербурський Національний Університет 

Христина Шабо, Київський Національний Університет імені Тараса Шевченка 
Марина Шевченко, Національний Університет Києво-Могилянська Академіа 
Альона Шкрум, Київський Університет імені Тараса Шевченка 

Надія Смолинська, Київський Національний Університет імені Тараса Шевченка 
Андрій Сорохан, Чернівецький Національний Університет імені Юрія Федьковича 
i Київський Економічний Університет 

Кетеван Тікнашвілі, Грузинський Інститут Громадських Зв'язків 

Сергій Ярошенко, Київський Національний Університет імені Тараса Шевченка 
Валерія Жиман, Київський Національний Лінгвістичний Університет 


та Канадські інтерни Програми МекДоналд-Лор'є 


Тарас Длугош, Манітобський Університет - Вінніпег 

Олег Федай, Йорківський Університет - Торонто 

Христина Коляда, Йорківський Університет - Торонто 

Микола Кравець, Університет Квінз - Кінгстон 

Христина Куляса, Торонтонський Університет - Торонто 

Василь Лучків, Торонтонський Університет - Торонто 

Андрій Мисишин, Універстет імені Раєрсона - Торонто 

Олеся Погорелова, Торонтонський Університет - Торонто 
Денис Поліщук, Універстет імені Саймона Фрейзера - Ванкувер 
Олег Пошелюжний, Манітобський Університет - Вінніпег 
Христина Шуп, Торонтонський Університет - Торонто 
Анастазія Вітковицька - Йоркський Університет - Торонто 
Олександра Воротиленко, Альбертський Університет - Едмонтон 


Кардинал Любомир Гузар 


Любомир Гузар стане 
героєм першого в Україні 
інтерактивного фільму 


Ірина Стельмах, Радіо Свобода 

Кардинал УГКЦ Любомир Гузар стане героєм першого в Україні 
інтерактивного фільму. Документальний проект під назвою «Любо- 
мир» складатиметься з двох частин: повнометражного документаль- 
ного фільму і частини у жанрі веб-документарі - коли на спеціальній 
веб-платформі можна буде спостерігати за створенням фільму, пере- 
глядати окремі його епізоди і навіть брати у ньому участь фінансово. 

Коли кардиналу УГКЦ Любомиру Гузару розповіли про ідею зня- 
ти про нього документальний фільм, він жартома відповів: «Дайте 
спокій, хто це таке дурне придумав?» - пригадує автор ідеї і сцена- 
рист проекту Леся Харченко. Проте документальний проект «Любо- 
мир», який вона з колегами запланувала втілити, стане відеоверсією 
мемуарів, які Любомир Гузар зараз пише. 

«Теми, які ми хочемо підняти, це передусім феномен його 
особистості, це тема морального лідерства і, мабуть, найважливіше: 
ким він є для України? Звідки він взявся в такому метафізичному 
розумінні? Чи є він чимось чужорідним, випадковим, що прийшло 
ззовні, чи він є органічним носієм традиції в Україні? У нас невідомо, 
наприклад, що він їздив у Європарламент і виступав там двічі, і який 
фурор він справив на євродепутатів», - розповідає вона. 

До проекту вже приєднались: племінниця кардинала з Канади, яка 
веде сімейний архів, відомий релігієзнавець Віктор Єленський і ком- 
позитор Валентин Сильвестров. Відтак географія зйомок міститиме 
не лише Україну, а «цілий світ», додає Леся Харченко. 

«Ми б хотіли відвідати Канаду - середовище блаженнішого, де 
живуть його родичі. Там зібраний дуже великий архівний матеріал. 
Можливо, це буде і Америка, де він навчався, де є ще його однокурс- 
ники і люди, яких він дуже близько знав. Ми б дуже хотіли потрапи- 
ти і до Ватикану», - розповідає про плани вона. 

Сучасний формат веб-документального кіно дозволяє поєднати 
кіно і інтернет, пояснює продюсер проекту Павло Казанцев. Це до- 
зволить кожному самостійно обирати послідовність і обсяг пере- 
гляду. У режимі реахвногої часу, ще до появи повнометражного 
фільму, на веб-платформі з'являтимуться зібрані знімальною гру- 
пою розповіді героїв, думки експертів, історичні довідки, архівні 
матеріали. І найголовніше, додає він, на цій платформі кожен охочий 
зможе надсилати власні матеріали (відео, фото), пропонувати локації 
для зйомок, теми для інтерв'ю, спілкуватися з авторами і також 
фінансувати зйомки фільму. 

«Ці два проекти (документальний фільм і веб-платформа - ред.) 
будуть існувати паралельно, вони будуть доповнювати одне одного 
i ні в якому разі не дублюватимуться. Фінансування цього проекту - 
краудфандинг - це, на наш погляд, чесне визначення того, потрібен 
цей проект чи ні. Тобто, якщо люди хочуть це побачити, вони це 
фінансують, беруть у ньому участь. Це дуже чесно», - каже він. 

Із 15 січня на сайті проекту буде доступна карта фільму. Скоріш за 
все, кажуть автори, вона виглядатиме як окремі предмети інтер'єру - 
приміщення, в якому живе Любомир Гузар. Така іконка із зобра- 
женням предмету буде шляхом на окрему сторінку епізоду фільму. 
Наразі на сайті проекту вже є перший епізод - «Звернення», у якому 
глава УГКЦ Святослав (Шевчук) запрошує усіх «побачити велику 
людину поруч». 

Перший епізод проекту «Любомир» під назвою «Звернення» 

Прем'єра екранної версії проекту «Любомир» запланована на 24 
серпня, День незалежності України. Слідкувати за проектом можна 
на веб-платформі Www.lubomyr.net та у соцмережах. Доступним він 
буде також і в мобільних засобах. 


Пкетування під будинками 
Захарченка і Табачника 


(Радіо Свобода) -Учасники Автомайдану 5 січня пікетували бу- 
динок міністра внутрішніх справ України Віталія Захарченка у селі 
Підгірці під Києвом. 

Вони наклеїли на ворота наліпки з написом «Власність бандитів». 

«Ми не пробачимо кров Тетяни Чорновол», - наголошували учас- 
ники акції. 

Пізніше Автомайдан вирушив до помешкання міністра освіти та 
науки Дмитра Табачника. 

Під будинком на Ярославовому Валу, 28, де знаходиться двопо- 
верхова квартира Табачинка, активісти Автомайдану провели пікет, 

Як повідомив один із організаторів Автомайдану Дмитро Булатов, 
обурені учасники акції скандували «Собачник!». 

«Велику шкоду він наносить Україні! Ми приїхали сказати сло- 
ва огиди!» - процитував активіст народного депутата Володимира 
Яворівського. 
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UCC condemns attack on 
journalist and ongoing reprisals 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress condemns the brutal attack on Tatyana Chornoy- 
ol, a journalist with Ukrayinska Pravda. 

“Ts it coincidental that Ms. Chornovil published an 
exposé on the lavish lifestyle of Interior Minister Vitali 
Zakharchenko and later that night is attacked and 
brutally beaten?” asked Paul Grod, UCC President. 
“This is yet one more very sad example of the intimi- 
dation of journalists and civic activists. We call upon 
President Yanukovych to put an end to the reprisals 
and to guarantee the safety of Ukraine’s citizens.” 

According the news reports, Tatyana Chornovil was 
on her way home from Independence Square when she 
was followed and forced off the highway by a Porsche 
Cayenne jeep. Two assailants broke the window of 
her car and beat her. She has been hospitalized and 
is being treated for serious injuries. Earlier in the day 
Chornovol published an exposé of the residential com- 


pound of Interior Minister Zakharchenko. 

Several incidents of intimidation and violence in- 
volving journalists and protesters across Ukraine 
о have been widely reported. These incidents have 
been criticized by western diplomatic missions and 
by many political leaders in Canada including Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper and Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs John Baird. 

On Christmas Day Minister Baird tweeted: 

"І deplore the brutal beating of Tetyana Chornovol - 
a prominent journalist and activist in #Ukraine 1/” 

“#Ukraine authorities must rapidly investigate this 
barbaric act of violence, and prosecute perpetrators to 
the full extent of the law. 2/” 

The Congress calls upon the President of Ukraine to 
bring to justice those members of his government that 
are responsible for the series of attacks and selective 
persecution of journalists and civic activists. 


Chornovol describes brutal assault 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian opposition journalist 
who was brutally beaten on Christmas Day says she 
believes her attackers thought she was dead when they 
left her bleeding on the side of a road. 

Talking to the 1+1 TV channel on January 5, Tetyana 
Chornovol said she did not resist her assailants. 

ЧТ felt my nose sinking in,” she said. “I felt it be- 
ing destroyed under the blows. I was standing with my 
hands down and they continued hitting me.” 

Chornovol was seen in the televised interview with 
a bandage covering her nose and her right eye swollen 
and bruised. 

Doctors say Chornovol’s condition is “satisfactory” 
but that she needs two more months to fully recover. 

“TJ cannot sit in front of the computer. When I start to 


read text, I get dizzy,” she said. “I have some sort of an 
emotional problem. Somehow I get excited very quickly.” 

Chornovol, 34, was forced off the road while driy- 
ing and severely beaten by unknown men in the early 
hours of December 25. She suffered a concussion and 
a broken nose. 

Chornovol writes for the “Ukrainska Pravda” op- 
position website. She is a prominent activist who has 
given speeches at recent antigovernment protests. 

The attack came shortly after Chornovol published 
an article on the assets of senior government officials. 

She is convinced that the attack was ordered. 

“I was very concentrated,” she said. “I was — to 
a large extent — trying to survive. The events de- 
veloped so that it was clear it was an ordered attack.” 


Protesters call for probe into assault 


(RFE/RL)—Several hundred Ukrainians gathered out- 
side the Interior Ministry in Kyiv, Dec. 27, to demand 
the resignation of Interior Minister Vitaly Zakharchenko 
after an opposition journalist known for her inyestiga- 
tions into government corruption was attacked. 

Tetyana Chornovol, 34, was dragged out of her car 
and savagely beaten near Kyiv early on December 25, 
just hours after an article she wrote on the assets of top 
government officials was published. 

The chief of Ukrainian Investigative Directorate, 
Mykola Chynchyn, was quoted on the Interior Min- 
istry website on December 27 as saying that five sus- 
pects had been taken into custody. 

It was unclear whether any of the three unidentified 
lawmakers they had said were under questioning were 
among those arrested. 

Protesters have condemned the attack and vowed 
not to leave Independence Square, where weeks-long 
antigovernment demonstrations continue. 

“This [attack on Tetyana Chornovol] was very 
brutal. It was a brutal action by the people who did 
that. I watched on television yesterday how this all 
happened. It is not hooliganism, it is an attempted 
murder,” one protester, Oleksiy, said. 

The Interior Ministry initially said they believed 
three people were involved in the assault and an- 
nounced the third of three arrests on December 26. 

They added that investigators were questioning three 
unidentified members of parliament, although they did 
not say how they might be connected to the case. 

Pro-EU demonstrators have been occupying central 
Kyiv but their numbers began falling after Russia of- 


fered Ukraine a $15 billion bailout last month. 

However, the attack against Chornovol appears to 
have given a new impetus to protesters. One of them, 
Mykola vowed to continue the demonstrations into 
next year: “We came here to stay until the very end 
and we are not planning to leave. We will be celebrat- 
ing the New Year here on the square.” 

The United States has expressed its “grave concern” 
over what it calls an “emerging pattern of targeted vio- 
lence and intimidation” aimed at activists and journal- 
ists who have participated in or reported on the pro- 
EU pzotests in Ukraine. 

In a statement, State Department spokeswoman Jen 
Psaki said the beating of Chornovol is “particularly 
disturbing.” She called on the government of Ukraine 
to uphold its OSCE commitments and ensure respect 
for human rights. She also urged Kyiv to send an “un- 
equivocal message” that violence against government 
critics will not be tolerated. 

Meanwhile, on December 26, ratings agency Stan- 
dard & Poor’s (S&P) raised its outlook for Ukraine to 
stable from negative. 

S&P said the cash injection of $15 billion — about 
8 percent of Ukraine’s predicted 2014 gross domestic 
product — “should cover the government’s external 
financing needs over the next 12 months.” 

S&P added that “based on our expectations of Rus- 
sia’s support” it no longer expected a devaluation of 
the Ukrainian hryvnia. 

But the agency also warned that the Russian support 
appeared subject to good diplomatic relations between 
the two ex-Soviet states being maintained. 


EuroMaidan magnifies human rights problems 


Cont. from P. 1 


ment’s actions as “selective repression.” 

“For a government to be absolutely authoritarian, 
it needs to either have a strong ideology, a strategic 
resource like oil and gas, a charismatic leader or a dy- 
namic economy — all of which Ukraine lacks,” said 
Taran, who heads International Democracy Institute 
think tank. 

He thinks that the targeted repression “‘is futile.” 

“Tf (the authorities) believe that they could scare 
100,000 people into going home, then this is a sign that 
it doesn’t understand people because the more pressure 
that is applied, the more it will mobilize the populace. It 
illustrates that the government doesn’t understand how 
Ukrainian society works,” continued Taran. 


If the repressions intensify, so will the anti-govern- 
ment rallies, said Zakharov. 

Zahharov, however, is considered that far-right rad- 
icals, including some in the opposition Svoboda Party, 
will overreact to government-incited provocations or 
use of force. 

Taran just wonders how long all of this will last, 
including “whether the people of EuroMaidan have 
enough energy and creativity to endure until the 2015 
presidential elections.” 

Polls show that Yanukovych would lose a second 
bid for president to one of his main challengers, in- 


cluding imprisoned former Prime Minister Yulia Ty- be 


moshenko, and opposition leaders Petro Poroshenko, 
Arseniy Yatseniuk and Vitali Klitschko. 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: 403-640-1199 


2014 TOURS TO UKRAINE 


Peter Drosdowech’s ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small-group tours 
are guided in English and include: airfare, quality hotels, all meals, 
chartered air-conditioned bus and admissions to all events. 
May 2 June 13 


August 8 September 19 


VancouverlVictoria $5625. Edmonton/Calgary $5525. 


Saskatoon/Regina $5425. Winnipeg $5325. Toronto $5225. 


ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ARE INCLUDED 


Prices are per person (double occupancy). (Single occupancy: add $400.) 
Airline/Airport taxes and Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra. 


Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 email: ToursToUkraine@mts. net 


Full information with photos: 


iw 


Бажаємо Вам 
Щасливого Нового Року 


www.ToursToUkraine.ca 


Ukrainian Professional and 


Business Club of Edmonton 
email: upbbce2012@gmail.com 
Phone: (780) 424-1777 


ХРИСТОС 
РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
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-шпегаї Home, Crematorium 
апа Reception Centre 
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Proudly serving the Ukrainian community | 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 5 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal and 
respectful way, please call us. 
» Wide range of burial & cremation Я 
services & products м 
» Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 


Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 


www.parkmemorial.com 


Edmonton | Lamont | Mayerthorpe | Smoky Lake | Ve 
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“Owned and operated by the 


Smolyk family since 1941 


Жертводавці 
на Прес Фонд 


«Українських Вістей» 


Donors to Ше 
Ukrainian News 
Press Fund 


DONATIONS — December, 2013 
Received Dec. 3, 2013 - Jan. 9 , 2014 


$150 
Arts of Life Studio 


$60 
Edward Piasta, Edmonton, AB 


$50 
Maria Zynych, Edmonton, AB 


$30 
Eva Tomiuik, Edmonton, AB 


$25 

Fedor Iwanus, Winnipeg, MB 
Alex Pochmursky, Calgary, AB 
Michael Shawaga, Alvena, SK 
Peter Shostak, Courtenay, BC 
Julie Trache, Edmonton, AB 


Ми щиро дякуємо всім 
жертводавцям 


520 

С. Sharon Cherry (nee Korbylo), 
Toronto, ON 

Anna Foremsky, Edmonton, AB 
Orest Gauk, Edmonton, AB 
Anna Grendowicz, Edmonton, AB 
Bohdan Nebozuk, Edmonton, 
AB 

Halyna Stebelsky, Edmonton, AB 
Katherine Wiebe, Bonnyville, AB 


$10 

Peter Beley, New Westminster, BC 
Alex Drancejko, Kamsack, SK 
Oleh Maruschak, Toronto, ON 
Andrew Pankiw, Kitchener, ON 


$5 
Walter Mosor, Kitchener, ON 


We sincerely thank 
all donors 


Василь Різник 


(4-го грудня 1921- 28-го листопада 2002) 
Ми пам'ятаємо Василя Різника, як добру та щиру людину 
з багатьма друзями та прихильниками. 
Його пережили та пам'ятають Естеріна Різник та Стефан 
Різник. А також його дуже любив та шанував син Тоні 
Різник, який на жаль відійшов у вічність 18-го листопада 


2012 року. 


На протязі багатьох років Василь працював як швець та 
майстер в Едмонтоні, сюди він переїхав з Галіфаксу, а перед 
тим з Йоркширу, Англія. Він виховав двох синів Стефана та 


Тоні (Антоніо). 


Тут в Едмонтоні у Василя залишилося дуже багато друзів. 
Усім їм він завжди бажав здоров'я та радості. 

Василь був похований з миром на Форест Лон, Беверлі 
Гилле у Лос Анджелесі, Штат Каліфорнія. Там він покоється 


разом із сином Тоні Різником. 


КУ 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, 


January 14 - 22, 14 - 22 січня, 2014 
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Смолоскипова хода на вшанування пам ‘ami Бандери у Києві, І січня 2014 року 


День народження Бандери у Києві 
відзначали зі смолоскипами 


Анастасія Москвичова, Радіо Свобода 

Смолоскипова хода на вшанування пам'яті 
провідника ОУН Степана Бандери відбулася | січня 
у Києві і завершилася мітингом перед будівлею 
Київської міської державної адміністрації. Та- 
ким чином учасники заходу відзначали 105-y 
річницю від дня народження провідника ОУН, У 
ході взяли участь кілька тисяч людей. За словами 
ii організаторів, депутатів від партії «Свобода», 
такі ж марші відбулися і в низці інших українських 
міст. 

Під стінами КМДА провели мітинг. Тут відбувся 
православний молебень, виступали народні де- 
путати та представники Конгресу українських 
націоналістів. 

Лідер партії «Свобода» Олег Тягнибок, зокре- 
ма, заявив: «Це вже восьме таке святкування, 
організоване тут, у столиці України. Ми завжди 
прийдемо і схилимо низько голови перед пам'яттю 
THX бійців, тих провідників, які дали нам шлях до 
великої української держави». 

Виступив також і депутат від «Батьківщини» 
В'ячеслав Кириленко, який закликав перевезти в 
Україну останки лідерів ОУН і УПА, похованих за 
кордоном. 

Мітингом під КМДА завершилася анонсова- 
на «Свободою» смолоскипова хода. Її учасни- 
ки зібралися біля Лядських воріт на майдані 
Незалежності і спочатку піднялися Михайлівською 
вулицею до Михайлівської площі, тоді пройшли до 


парку Шевченка i, спустившись до Бессарабської 
площі, повернулися Ha Хрещатик. Варто 
відзначити, що палили не тільки  смолоскипи, 
але й фаєри. Окрім вимог офіційного визнання 
Української повстанської армії, учасники ходи та- 
кож скандували «Зека геть» та інші гасла. Серед 
демонстрантів були родини з дітьми. 

Раніше дослідник українського визвольного руху 
історик Володимир В'ятрович висловлювався на 
своїй сторінці у facebook проти смолоскипової 
ходи як форми вшанування памяті Степана Банде- 
ри, оскільки це, за його словами, асоціюється не 
13, власне, визвольним рухом, а із фашистськими 
та нацистськими традиціями, тому їх можуть ви- 
користати для дискредитації Майдану. 

Депутат-свободівець Irop Мірошниченко, що 
йшов на чолі колони, на це зазначив у коментарі 
Радіо Свобода: «Ми не збираємося слухати 
демолібералів, слухати тих, у кого викликає 
нездорові асоціації смолоскипова хода. Вона нічото 
не має спільного з нацизмом. Нацизм 1 комунізм — 
це тотожне зло, від якого постраждало найбільше 
українців. Тому ми його засуджуємо 1 у жодному 
випадку не допустимо його відродження». 

Раніше цього ж дня заходи із вшанування пам'яті 
Степана Бандери проводило у Києві радикальне 
об'єднання «Правий Сектор». 

Акції зі вшанування Степана Бандери | січня 
відбулися також у низці міст України, зокрема, в 
Дніпропетровську, Львові, Івано-Франківську. 


Євромайдан пішов на рекорд 


(Радіо Свобода) Одразу після настання нового, 
2014 року маси людей на майдані Незалежності в 
Києві виконали Гімн України, тримаючи в руках 
ліхтарики та мобільні телефони. 

Вони спробували перевершити світове досягнен- 
ня з одночасного виконання національного гімну. 
Для фіксування рекорду були запрошені експерти з 
Книги рекордів Гиннеса, результати їхньої роботи 
стануть відомі пізніше. 

Після вселюдного виконання гімну зі сцени 
Євромайдану один із лідерів «Батьківщини», Олек- 
сандр Турчинов, зачитав вітання з Новим роком 
від ув'язненої Юлії Тимошенко. Потім зі своїми 
привітаннями звернулися лідери опозиції - Олег 


Тягнибок, Віталій Кличко та Арсеній Яценюк. 

Після цього відбувся святковий феєрверк і роз- 
почався концерт. 

Також на новорічному Євромайдані відбулася 
вистава «Зіркового вертепу», в якому взяли участь 
політики, музиканти та громадські діячі, зокрема, 
письменники брати Капранови, співачка Руслана 
та інші. 

Новий рік зустріли на Євромайдані дуже багато 
людей: повністю заповненим був власне майдан 
Незалежності, а також вулиця Інститутська до 
барикад, схили Жовтневого палацу. Значна ча- 
стина людей розташувалася на Хрещатику, з боку 
Київради. Дуже багато з них прийшли з дітьми. 


Опозиція хоче створити єдину команду 


(Радіо Свобода) -У 2014 році буде сформована 
єдина опозиційна команда 1 план дій для країни, 
заявив зі сцени Євромайдану лідер парламентської 
фракції «Батьківщина» Арсеній Яценюк. 

«У нас у порядку денному - ми готуємося до пере- 
моги на наступних виборах президента України. Ми 
формуємо в 2014 році єдину команду змін, коман- 
ду трьох опозиційних сил, команду, яку підтримує 
український народ... команду, яка здатна зробити 
Україну європейською державою. Ми формуємо 
єдиний план змін для країни», - заявив Яценюк на 
Народному вічі «Солідарність проти терору». 

Він також повідомив, що мітингувальники на 
майдані Незалежності не мають наміру залишати 
будівлю Будинку профспілок, де базується Штаб 
національного опору, прес-центр, медслужба, кух- 


ня для учасників мітингу. 

«Одне з наших завдань - це втримати Майдан. 
Ми не маємо права залишити Майдан. Ми не 
маємо права залишити Будинок профспілок», — 
сказав Яценюк. 

Він також наголосив, що опозиція почне «по- 
лювання на українських корупціонерів по всьому 
світу». «Їм не вдасться сховати народні гроші», - 
наголосив лідер фракції «Батьківщина». 

Серед інших планів опозиції Яценюк на- 
звав подальшу боротьбу щодо притягнення 
до відповідальності тих, хто бив активістів, 
журналістів | Євромайдану, B тому числі 
журналістку Тетяну Чорновол, тих, хто підпалював 
машини, тих, хто давав і виконував накази з розго- 
ну Майдану. 
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Maidan 


passes a 


comprehensive manifesto 


(Ukrainska Pravda}—The participants of the Popu- 
lar Assembly on Maidan passed a new program 
manifesto by the Maidan Pan-Ukrainian Association, 
Dec. 30. Oleksandr Turchynov, an MP from the Bat- 
kivschyna party, read out the text from the stage. 

The document proclaims short-, medium- and long- 
term goals. In the near future, Euromaidan activists 
intend to secure the release and vindication of all 
those arrested for participating in the protests and the 
release of all political prisoners as well as to cease the 
terror, threats, physical and moral pressure on those 
participating in peaceful resistance. 

In addition, activists want the resignation and pros- 
ecution of high-ranking officials, including Minis- 
ter of Interior Zaharchenko, who are responsible for 
organizing the break-up of Maidan on the night of 
November 30, 2013, and for beating activists near 
the Presidential Administration on December 1, 2013. 
They also demand the elimination of a Special Forces 
unit known as Berkut and a ban on the use of service- 
men in the interior troops to forcefully counter peace- 
ful mass protests. 

Yet another short-term goal is the resignation of 
Mykola Azarov’s government and the formation of a 
new majority in the Parliament and “the beginning of 
real and not simulated negotiations between the gov- 
ernment and Maidan.” 

“To take care of this the Maidan Pan-Ukrainian Asso- 
ciation’ Council will authorize a plenipotentiary delega- 


tion that will have Maidan’s mandate to conduct nego- 
tiations with the government,” Тигсбупоу said. 

Also, the plans include the establishment of a repre- 
sentative body of constituent power to prepare a new 
constitution. This will require a constitutional roll- 
back as well. 

“Before it is ratified we need to temporarily return to 
the Constitution of 2004. This is a legitimate way of 
solving the deep political and economic crisis, which 
includes a preterm parliamentary election ona pro rata 
basis with open candidate lists,” the manifesto says. 

In the medium-term perspective, the plan includes 
the signing of the Association Agreement with the 
European Union, introduction of visa-free entrance to 
the EU and the prevention of Ukraine being involved 
in the Customs Union or the Eurasian Union. 

Also, activists urge the West to introduce personal 
sanctions against those involved in the use of force 
against peaceful protesters including a ban on entry 
as well as the freezing of assets and examination of 
financial sources and property abroad. 

“In the long-term perspective, we have to build in 
Ukraine a democratic, law-governed state with a so- 
cially oriented economy, adopt a new constitution, de- 
centralize power, fundamentally change the Cabinet, 
resume justice, fundamentally reform law enforce- 
ment bodies and the educational system by introdu- 
cing to the latter compulsory civic education and hu- 
man rights courses, “the document states. 


Amnesty urges investigation 
of police violations 


(UkrNews)—Human rights violations against 
peaceful participants in the demonstrations that have 
rocked the Ukraine since Nov. 21 must be thoroughly 
‘investigated, said Amnesty International in a report 
published Dec. 23. The organization is concerned that 
the blanket pardon of protestors arrested in the dem- 
onstrations is not used to detract from the abuses car- 
ried out by the police 

“While those accused of criminal and administra- 
tive offences during the protests have been pardoned, 
it does not absolve the Ukrainian authorities from their 
responsibility for human rights violations that have 
taken place over the last month,” said Heather Mc- 
Gill, Amnesty International’s researcher on Ukraine. 

“Successive Ukrainian governments have failed to 
address deeply rooted systemic flaws in policing and 
the criminal justice system. It is of the utmost import- 


ance that the perpetrators of human rights violations 
must still be held to account.” 

Hundreds of thousands of people have been mainly peace- 
fully protesting in Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities since Noy. 
21 when the government announced that it was stopping prep- 
arations for an Association Agreement with the EU days before 
it was due to be signed. 

Dozens of protesters have been charged with crim- 
inal or administrative offences; at least a dozen have 
spent several days in detention following court pro- 
ceedings that failed to-uphold their rights and Ukrain- 
ian law. 

Amnesty International has been monitoring compli- 
ance with human rights standards by the authorities 
since the beginning of the protests and has interviewed 
over twenty victims of human rights violations, their 
families and lawyers 


Over 100 journalists 
attacked in Ukraine in 2013 


(Ukrainska Pravda}—More than 100 cases of 
physical violence against journalists in Ukraine were 
registered in 2013, according to the Institute of Mass 
Information data. 

The IMI Freedom of Speech Barometer for 
November 2013 gives a further breakdown. 

In comparison, in 2012, the IMI counted 65 such 
cases. According to the Institute, 48 out of the 101 
attacks occurred in December 2013. 10 percent of the 
victims have been women. “This year, 64 journalists 
suffered from the police (in 2012, there were only 8 
such cases). Second place among offenders belongs 
to private security guards and business owners (13 


cases). Third place is occupied by ‘titushki’ with 9 
cases of violence, the researchers write. 

The IMI emphasizes that 70 journalists were attacked 
during mass assemblies (public protests, filming on 
illegal construction sites, rallies, etc), The highest 
number of attacks happened in July (10), November 
(11) апа December (48). 72 cases were registered in 
Kyiv and 5 in Crimea. 

Around 40 cases of injured journalists were reported 
after clashes at Bankova Street on December І. Also, 
the attack on journalist and EuroMaidan activist Tetiana 
Chornovol caused an outcry. The opposition connects 
the attack with Chornovol’s activity as a journalist. 


Activist flees to Poland, citing threats 


(Ukrainian Journal)}—An activist at Road Control, 
a Website exposing traffic police corruption, has fled 
Ukraine after receiving threats that he may be arrested 
or even assassinated. 

Rostyslav Shaposhnikoy, the head of Road Control, 
fled to Poland and said on Dec. 30 that he may ask for 
political asylum if the Ukrainian authorities request 
his deportation. 

Road Control and its members have been actively 
involved in coordinating anti-government protests in 


Ukraine that demand resignation of Prime Minister 
Mykola Azarovy and other officials. 

Two activists, Andriy Dzyndzia and Viktor Smaliy. 
were arrested earlier last month, while Volodymyr 
Maraloy survived an assassination attempt when two 
assailants had shot him in the chest the previous week. 

“They arrested Dzyndzia, Smaliy, they told me I 
will be the next,’ Shaposhnikov told Unian news 
agency. “If they don’t jail me, they will kill me. In any 
case, I cannot come back to Ukraine.” 
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For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Also visit our Liquor Store at the back of the hotel. 
We specialize in Ukrainian Beer and Vodka 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
4 UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, АВ T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: (780) 471-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 
E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - а non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
* counselling and advice 
* information, referral 
translation and interpretation 
assistance 10 5епіот5 апа new immisrams "11 
parcels and money delivered to Ukraine * 


PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


Ottawa Taxi Drivers Protected Better 


Than Edmonton Police Constables 


For the past five years the City of Ottawa has mandated the instal- 
lation of security cameras, to record taxicab occupants — both drivers 
and passengers. For privacy reasons, images from the camera are only 
downloaded by the police and used for the purposes of law enforce- 
ment when there are reasonable grounds to believe that a Criminal 
Code offence has taken place. 

Which leads to the question: if such devices can be made manda- 
tory for Ottawa taxis, why are they not mandatory for Ottawa police 
vehicles, or indeed all police vehicles? Why do police officers not at 
least use body-worn cameras? Why should it be that Ottawa taxi driv- 
ers and passengers be better protected than other cities and indeed be 
better protected than police officers and the public across Canada even 
here in Edmonton? Such devices would offer increased protection for 
the public and for police themselves. In recent years there have been 
many high-profile incidents with conflicting reports that could have 
been easily resolved if there was video evidence available. A picture 
is worth a thousand conflicting stories, and the camera doesn’t lie. 

The argument that such devices would be expensive to install doesn’t 
hold much weight. The cameras would pay for themselves. Faced 
with video evidence many accused would plead guilty rather than 
trying to outwit the system. As a result, court costs would be greatly 
reduced and justice would be speeded up. One day in court can cost 
over $20,000, body-worn video cameras cost approximately $1,200; 
such evidence would also help protect police from suggestions of 
improper actions. The technology is there, it makes sense to use it! 
Battery powered Segways are great for saving constables from the 
drudgery of pedaling bicycles but they do nothing to protect the police 
and public from false accusations. 

What do you think? 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


LGERAMUEL 
MEEWS 


PO Box 38006 RPO Capilano 
Edmonton, Alberta, T6A 3Y6 
UN Office: 780-488-3693; Advertising: 780-488-3860 
Fax: 780-488-3859; E-mail: ukrnews@shaw.ca 


Publisher: 
Canadian Cryptics Ltd. 
President: Marco Levytsky 
Editor: Marco Levytsky 
Subscriptions: Lesia Levytsky 


Ukrainian News is published bi-weekly by Edmonton Lasergraph- 
ics, A Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. Yearly subscription $40.00. 


All rights reserved. The material in this paper cannot be reproduced in 
any shape or form without written permission from the publisher. The 
opinions expressed in the articles do not necessarily reflect those of the 
proprietor, publisher, or editorial board. 


We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada 
through the Canada Periodical Fund (CPF) for our publishing activities 
and the Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko. 


ee Да Vif, Shevchenko 
Ca tel їа Foundation 


ROC disgraces Christianity 
with Stalin calendar 


What would you say if a publishing house associated with a suppos- 
edly Christian church published an historical calendar commemorating 
Adolph Hitler? 

You would be shocked right? And justifiably so. After all, Hitler was 
one of the greatest mass murderers in history, responsible for the death of 
6 million Jews as well as millions from other nationalities. 

But what about an even greater mass murderer like Joseph Stalin — 
who is estimated to have been responsible for the deaths of anywhere 
from 20 million to 43 million people? 

Well, believe it or not, a printing house attached to Russia’s holiest 
monastery — the 14th-century Trinity Lavra of St Sergius at Sergiyev 
Posad, a UNESCO World Heritage Site outside Moscow that serves as 
the spiritual centre of the Russian Orthodox Church — has produced a 
glossy calendar for 2014 venerating the vicious Soviet dictator and con- 
firmed atheist. 

The calendar by Dostoinstvo (“Dignity”) publishing house offers a ser- 
ies of pictures of Stalin and comes complete with biographic snippets and 
Stalin’s nicknames, including Soso, Pockmarked and Lord. 

It was printed by the Patriarch Publishing Center of the Trinity Lavra of 
St. Sergius, according to the calendar’s overhead and documents Stalin’s 
evolution from a young seminary student in his native Georgia to the 
gray-haired Soviet leader. 

The publishing house advertises the calendar on its website as a best- 
seller and “an excellent gift for veterans and history buffs.” 

It sells for 200 rubles ($6) online and in bookshops. 

To date, the ROC has not commented on the story which broke Jan. 7 
after Mikhail Babkin, a noted Russian historian specializing in Russian 
Orthodox Church studies, posted photos on LiveJournal. 

“The link between the Moscow Patriarchy of the Russian Orthodox 
Church and Stalin,” he wrote, “remains close to sacred.” 

During the first part of his reign of terror, Stalin persecuted the ROC 
and destroyed many of its churches. But during World War II he reversed 
his policies as part of the “Great Patriotic War” propaganda campaign 
and allowed it to operate — but under Kremlin control — ап arrange- 
ment which has continued to this day under neo-Soviet dictator Vladimir 
Putin. 

Stalin, of course, viciously persecuted all other churches eliminating 
both the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church and the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church, while murdering (in some cases with horrific 
tortures like boiling alive) or imprisoning their clergy in the Gulag. 

All other Christian denominations, Moslems and Jews and other reli- 
gions were also subjected to the most severe oppression. 

Whatever excuse the ROC may come up in its attempt to contain this 
incredible scandal, the fact that such a calendar was allowed to be pub- 
lished remains a black mark forever. 

What this clearly shows is that while the world has roundly condemned 
Nazi crimes against humanity, Soviet crimes against humanity are largely 
ignored. Stores catering to the tourist trade in Alaska, like the Russia 
House in Juneau, have no qualms about selling hats and t-shirts with 
KGB logos. Would anyone sell similar items with Gestapo regalia? 

The fact remains that Russia has never come to grips with its totalitar- 
ian past the way Germany has acknowledged Nazi crimes. Putin, in fact, 
glorifies Stalin, because for him Stalin serves as a role model. 

As long as this situation continues, Russia will remain a stagnant, des- 
potic and barbaric backwater instead of evolving into a modern civilized 
state. 

And this is the same direction in which Ukraine’s mini-Putin, Viktor 
Yanukovych, want to lead our homeland, instead of turning towards 
civilized Europe as the people of Ukraine so adamantly wish he would. 
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Russian deal seeks to destroy 
Ukrainian sovereignty 


By Taras Zalusky 

The deal signed by Ukrainian President Yanuko- 
vych with Russian President Vladimir Putin is an ap- 
palling step toward strengthening Moscow’s blatantly 
hegemonic agenda vis-a-vis Ukraine, seeking to de- 
stroy Ukrainian sovereignty and place the citizens of 
Ukraine under Russia’s economic, political and cul- 
tural sphere of influence. 

The Russian - Ukrainian Interstate Commission on 
December 17, 2013, resolved to increase Ukraine’s 
dependence on Russia in a number of strategic areas. 

While many analysts have focussed on the $15 bil- 
lion purchase of Ukrainian bonds by Russia and a re- 
duction to $268.50 per thousand cubic metres on gas 
prices, the real issue is what Ukraine relinquished in 
return. 

The agreement creates a common industrial policy 
and joint ventures in strategic areas of Ukraine’s econ- 
omy such as gas, aerospace and aeronautics, nuclear 
energy, shipbuilding, and transportation. 

Among the items found in the document are the 
“convergence of technical regulations of the Customs 
Union and Ukraine” and the inclusion of “the Russian 
ruble to the Ist group of foreign currencies and pre- 
cious metals of the National Bank of Ukraine.” Article 
28 requires both countries to “develop mechanisms of 
interaction at the level of law enforcement and intel- 
ligence agencies” under the guise of cooperation for 
the Sochi Olympics. 

So why is this important? 

Without formally joining Putin’s Eurasian Customs 
Union, President Yanukovych has agreed to maximum 
cooperation and has accepted wholesale integration 
with Russia, in a relationship that in essence puts an 
end to Ukraine’s independence. 

Thus, the deal effectively provides Russia with a 
veto on Ukraine’s accession to the European Union 
or any other trade agreements. It requires Ukraine to 
“refrain from unilateral actions related to the imple- 
mentation of the policy of import substitution, which 
can cause economic harm to each other” (Article 2). 

A significant focus of the agreement was made on 
joint Ukrainian and Russian military cooperation and 
the entrenchment of the Russian military presence 
on the territory of Ukraine. Specifically, Yanukovych 
agreed to “increase the participation of the Russian 
Federation in the development of socio-economic 
sphere of Sevastopol and other settlements — loca- 
tidns of the military formations of the Russian Black 
Sea Fleet on Ukrainian territory.” Ukraine further 
agreed to permit the Russian fleet to enter and exit 
Ukrainian territory without restrictions (Article 22) 
and to allow the rearmament of the Russian Black Sea 
Fleet (Article 24). 

This economic and political pressure by Russia on 
Ukraine is unacceptable and is a contravention of Rus- 
sia’s commitments on state independence and security 
made under the Memorandum on Security Assurances 
in connection with Ukraine’s accession to the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (Nov- 
ember 16, 1994). 

Ukraine furthermore agreed to “the development 
and deepening of cooperation in the field of secondary 
education” in an arrangement between the Ministry 
of Education and Science of the Russian Federation 
and the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine 
(Article 30). 

Of no less importance is the fact, that in forging 
closer economic and political ties with Russia while 
distancing Ukraine from the possibility of expanding 
its relationship with Europe, the terms accepted by 
President Yanukovych essentially curtailed all pros- 
pects for Kyiv undertaking the desperately needed 
reforms to its economy, judicial system, and polit- 
ical institutions. These, along with gross mismanage- 
ment of Ukraine’s finances and the cynically divisive 
strategies used by the ruling coalition to maintain its 
tenuous hold on power, are responsible for bringing 


Ukraine to the point of bankruptcy and the country to 
the brink of fragmentation. 

In addition to selling Ukraine’s economic future to 
Russia, Ukraine’s President surrendered its identity. 
In signing the Plan of Ukrainian-Russian Measures 
on Joint Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of 
Taras Shevchenko’s Birthday in 2014, he surrendered 
the most iconic symbol of Ukraine’s national iden- 
tity to Russia. “Taras Shevchenko was the poet who 
did much to unite our nations,” stated Yanukovych. 
“He was also a man of great foresight, who had far- 
reaching vision and left us a great legacy.” In truth, 
Shevchenko was a champion of liberty and Ukraine’s 
distinct language and culture, for which he was relent- 
lessly persecuted by the Imperial Czarist state whose 
symbols President Putin has increasingly revived 
alongside those of the totalitarian Soviet state. 

What is the way out and the way forward? 

The upcoming vote on Ukraine’s 2014 budget is an 
important one which has dire consequences for the 
sovereignty and independence of Ukraine in the way 
that it is linked to a $15 billion dollar Loan Package 
from the Russian Federation. 

The deadline provided by Prime Minister Mykola 
Azarov for adoption of the Budget 15 10:00 on January 
16, 2014. 

The first $3.0 billion of the Ukrainian bonds pur- 
chased by Moscow was made last week and was 
quickly disbursed for payment of outstanding 2013 
budgetary obligations. This was done with the ap- 
proval of the President and Prime Minister. 

Prime Minister Агагоу has publically stated that the 
Russian Loan Package will save Ukraine from immin- 
ent financial collapse. In the eyes of the President and 
the Prime Minister, the country’s situation is grave 
and alarming. 

All Parliamentary Deputies should be reminded of 
the Oath of Office they have sworm as set forth in the 
Constitution of Ukraine: 

In article 79 of the Constitution of Ukraine, it is stat- 
ed: 

"І swear allegiance to Ukraine. I commit myself 
with all my deeds to protect the sovereignty and in- 
dependence of Ukraine, to provide for the good of 
the Motherland and for the welfare of the Ukrainian 
people. . 

«І swear to abide by the Constitution of Ukraine and 
the laws of Ukraine, to discharge my duties in the in- 
terests of all fellow-citizens.” 

A refusal to take the oath shall result in the loss of 
the deputy’s mandate. 

The approval of the 2014 budget will be a ratifica- 
tion of the Putin-Yanukovych Accord and a violation 
of Ukraine’s sovereignty. Any Deputy supporting the 
Budget ratification will be complicit. 

Under the Constitution of Ukraine, such an act is 
forbidden and constitutes a betrayal of one’s Oath that 
is tantamount to treason. A Member of Parliament 
is under a sworn duty to review all documents and 
agreements pertaining to the Putin-Yanukovych deal 
and the contents of the 2014 Bill on the State budget. 
Deputies should therefore seek alternatives that do 
not compromise Ukraine’s sovereignty and independ- 
ence, and jeopardize the future of the country. 

The International Monetary Fund, European Union, 
Canada and the United States have all indicated that 
they are prepared to assist Ukraine, in the form of 
loans, loan guarantees, adjustment and technical as- 
sistance provided Ukraine agrees to necessary eco- 
nomic and political reforms required. It has been re- 
ported that Ukraine would have been in line to receive 
at least 19 billion Euros ($26 billion US) in European 
Union loans and grants over the next seven years if it 
had signed a trade and cooperation agreement with the 
EUS 

This could provide immediate relief while putting 
Ukraine on a sustainable road to financial recovery. 

Cont. on P. 7 


Shumuk deserves proper recognition 


Dear Editor, 
Khrystos Narodyvsia! 

I would like to thank you for posting the article by 
Andriy J. Semotiuk comparing Danylo Shumuk with 
Nelson Mandela (Jan. 1-13, 2014 issue). 

Over the years, I too, have made the same compari- 
son between these two outstanding individuals. When 
Danylo Shumuk passed away, I too was somewhat 
befuddled by the Ukrainian community’s lack of rec- 
ognition of the man, considering he spent just over 40 
years incarcerated in prisons, labour camps and was 


Letter to the Editor 


exiled for his beliefs under-three different regimes. 
From his writings and from those who knew Danylo 
Shumuk, he was known as a humble, honest and ob- 
jective individual. Sadly, because of his objectivity, I 
must say that I don’t think Mr. Shumuk received the 

recognition he deserved from the community. 

Thank you and regards, 
Yurij Serhijezuk, Toronto 


— 
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Symbols definerevolutions: Regimechangein Ukraine 


By Mark Semotiuk 
Sometimes ordinary people become sym- 


bols of revolutions. Often this happens as if 


by chance. For example, no one could have 
predicted the impact of Nelson Mandela’s 2 
year prison sentence. The stories that follow 


are of people who defined the meaning of 


their respective struggles. 
Arab Spring 

Mohammed Bouazizi was a 26 year old 
Tunisian man who dreamed of a better life. 
His father passed away when he was three. 
By the ume he was 10 he was the breadwin- 
ner for his family of eight. For seven years 
he spent his days pushing around a cart sell- 
ing vegetables. He dreamed of one day own- 
ing a truck to make his work easier. 

On December 17 2011, Bouazizi’s un- 
licensed vegetable cart — his entire business 
capital — was confiscated by a police offi- 
cer. The officer reportedly slapped Bouazizi, 
spit in his face and insulted his dead father. 
Humiliated, he went to the provincial head- 
quarters hoping to complain. Officials of the 
dictatorial regime refused to see him. Later 


that day, Bouazizi poured fuel over himself 


and set himself on fire. 

Bouazizi’s self-immolation symbolized 
that Tunisians had been stripped of their 
rights by a dictatorship. To obtain their 
sovereignty the regime would have to fall. 

Bouazizi’s story sent shockwaves through- 
out the Middle East and North Africa. Within 
10 days of his death, the 23 year rule of Tu- 
nisia’s dictator, Ben Ali, was over. Within 
a year, Mubarak stepped down in Egypt, 
Gaddafi was killed in Libya, and a civil war 
began in Syria. Bouazizi’s act defined the 
Jasmin Revolution, and several repressive 
governments fell. 

Orange Revolution 

Natalyia Dmytruk was a Ukrainian woman 
born to deaf parents. As a result of this she 
made sign language her vocation. Over the 
years she earned a job as a sign language 
interpreter for Ukraine’s state-run television 
channel. Daily, she appeared in a little box at 


Tatvana Chornovol before and after 


the bottom of television screens communi- 
cating to the hearing-impaired community. 

On November 25, 2004, Dmytruk showed 
up as usual for the 1lam broadcast. Ukraine 
held its presidential election just days before. 
Although election monitors reported wide 
spread vote rigging by the state-supported 
candidate, Dmytruk was told to report the 
elections were legitimate. 

Unwilling to validate the state’s propa- 
ganda she staged a silent protest. She signed: 
7Г am addressing everybody who is deaf in 
Ukraine... Do not trust the results of the cen- 
tral election committee. They are all lies... 
Г am very ashamed to translate such lies to 
you. Maybe you will see me again.” The last 
sentence hinted of her awareness that the 
state may violently punish her for her act of 
defiance. 

Dmytruk’s defiance personified that people 
were no longer willing to accept the govern- 
ment’s lies. For democratic legitimacy, new 
elections would have to be held. 

Partially as a result of her actions, tens of 


December 25th 2013 


thousands of people poured into the streets 
of Kyiv. The protests were eventually suc- 
cessful when Ukraine’s Supreme Court or- 
dered a re-election. Election monitors subse- 
quently declared these new elections as “free 
and fair.” Dmytruk’s acts defined the revolu- 
tion for the people of Ukraine, and Ukrain- 
ians won free and fair elections. 
Euromaidan 

Tatyana Chornovol is a reporter and moth- 
er of two in Ukraine. Recently, she rose to 
some prominence due to her investigative re- 
ports on the murky business affairs and con- 
spicuous wealth of Ukraine’s top officials. 
Chornovol was a speaker at Euromaidan, 
the epicenter of Ukraine’s current mega-pro- 
tests. In her speeches Chornovol indicated 
that she knew her acts of defiance may result 
in violence towards her by the government. 

On Christmas Day, 2013, Chornovol was 
returning home when her car was repeatedly 
rammed by a Porsche Cayenne. A dramatic 
YouTube video shows how she tried to es- 
cape from danger in her car but was eventu- 


More troubling news from Ukraine > 


ally run off the road. Three men brutally beat 
her and left her unconscious in a ditch. She 
was placed in intensive care, and her recov- 
ery will require multiple surgeries. 

From the beginning, the Euromaidan pro- 
tests focused on the President’s last minute 
turn away from a long negotiated European 
Union Association Agreement. They grew 
after the riot police beatings of journalists 
and non-violent demonstrators on November 
30th and December 11th, 2013. Chornovol’s 
beating was one of at least 40 incidents 
against reporters. With these systematic 
beatings of journalists and non-violent dem- 
onstrators the true meaning of these protests 
crystallized. Chornovol’s beatings symbol- 
ize the government’s shift from legitimacy 
to tyranny. 

The Chornovol incident shows that the 
government either used force against its cit- 
izens or failed to protect its citizens. Once a 
sovereign fails to systematically uphold the 
rule of law, the people are no longer obli- 
gated to obey. They have both the right and 
the obligation to defend themselves from 
violence. 

The stories of these three individuals de- 
fined the meanings of their respective strug- 
gles. Bouazizi’s self-immolation symbolized 
that Tunisians had been stripped of their 
freedom by a dictatorship, To obtain their 
sovereignty the regime would have to fall, 
Dmytruk’s defiance personified that people 
were no longer willing to accept the govern- 
ment’s lies. For democratic legitimacy, new 
elections would have to be held. Chornoy- 
ol’s beatings symbolize the government's 
shift from legitimacy to tyranny. Ukrainians 
аге по longer зай pend therPipraythe current 
government must 
Canadian Mark Semotiuk is a Fordham 
University Law Student currently studying 
European Union Law in Paris at Pantheon- 
Assas (Paris I). Mr. Semotiuk has been an 
international election observer in Ukraine 
on multiple occasions. He can be reached at 
msemotiuk@law.fordham.edu. 
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By Ralph Goodale, 

Troubling news continues to flow 
from Ukraine. Even on Christmas 
Day there was more violence. A 
prominent journalist and activist 
who has challenged the corrupt 
regime of Viktor Yanukovych was 
brutally beaten just outside Kyiv. 

The capital has been the focus 
of several weeks of demonstra- 
tions against the regime’s rejection 
of negotiations with the European 
Union and closer ties with the 
West. Instead, Yanukovych has 
shifted Ukraine more tightly under 
Russian influence. Protesters have 
been subjected to violent attacks by 
the government's secret police. 

Such disturbing developments 
confirm the worries identified by 
our House of Commons Stand- 
ing Committee on Foreign Affairs 
which travelled to Ukraine in the 


spring of 2012 to assess that coun- 
try’s difficult journey toward free- 
dom, democracy, the rule of law, 
respect for human rights and a 
more successful market economy. 
The committee heard serious 
concerns about election irregu- 


larities, corruption, the misuse of 


the judicial system for political 
purposes (including the on-going 
imprisonment of political leaders), 
threats to freedom of the press, 
freedom of assembly and freedom 
of speech, religious and academic 
freedoms also under pressure, and 
a weak economy in serious trouble. 

There was some hope for better re- 
sults when Yanukovych opened talks 
with the EU. But his sudden deal 
with Putin, his recurring intolerance 
toward peaceful protests, and his in- 
timidation of the media have dashed 
any sense of optimism. 


Russian deal seeks to destroy 
Ukrainian sovereignty 
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Perhaps most importantly (| this 
assistance does not undermine 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and sets it 
on a path to financial independ- 
ence. It’s an obvious choice. 

The world will be watching as 
Ukraine’s parliamentarians delib- 
erate over the Budget bill to see 
whether they perform their Con- 
stitutional duties in the national in- 
terest and the best interests of the 
Ukrainian people. 

The Ukrainian people call on you 
to say: 


NO to the Russian Potemkin bail- 
out that will only pull Ukraine into 
its sphere of control. 

YES to the IMF loans and EU in- 
tegration, and putting Ukraine onto 
the road to recovery and to ensur- 
ing that Ukraine takes its nghtful 
place as a proud member of the na- 
tions of Europe. 


Taras Zalusky is a former Chief of 
Staff to several Canadian Cabinet 
Ministers and is the Executive Dir- 
ector of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. 


Developments in Ukraine res- 
onate in Canada. Since the first 
Ukrainian immigrants arrived on 
the prairies over 120 years ago, the 
number of Canadians who trace 
their family heritage to that country 
has grown to close to 1.25-million, 
including 13% of the population 
of my home province of Saskatch- 
ewan. 

Canada was among the first coun- 
tries to recognize the independence 
of Ukraine in 1991, and in 2004 we 
were quick to applaud the “Orange 
Revolution” toward democracy. To 
assist in a tangible way, Canada 
sent a large delegation of “election 
observers” led by former Prime 
Minister John Turner. 


But the heady days of the Orange 
Revolution are now in the past. 
Under Yanukovych, much hope has 
been lost. Going forward, in addi- 
tion to being vocal about abuses 
(which will be on-going), what 
can be done to transform words of 
international condemnation into 
more effective action? 

For one thing, Canada could 
help marshal a diplomatic effort 
engaging the United States and 
European countries to devise a set 
of “personal sanctions” aimed dir- 
ectly at Yanukovych, his key col- 
laborators and their families. Care 
would need to be taken to avoid 
sanctioning Ukraine as a country or 
the Ukrainian people. The problem 


is the Yanukovych regime and that 
must be the precise target. 

The objective would be to freeze 
their personal money and assets 
outside Ukraine and prevent their 
foreign travel -- Sending б leat 
message of disapproval about able 
sive, anti-democratic behaviour. 
They should not be able to act 
against their own people with im- 
punity and expect to avoid all con- 
sequences. 

The regime needs to know the 
world is watching, and cares. 


Ralph Goodale is the MP for Was- 
cana, Deputy Leader of the Lib- 
eral Opposition and former Deputy 
Prime Minister of Canada. 
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«Легенди Карпат» i «Буко- 
винська царівна» - мультимедіа 
проекти, створені протя- 
гом 2010 - 2013 років, як 
підсумок діяльності творчого 
молодіжного колективу Arts of 
Life Studio міста Едмонтона. 
Такі мультимедіа проекти мо- 
жуть слугувати у якості навчаль- 
ного матеріалу для школярів та 
студентів, які вивчають історію і 
культуру українського народу. 

Необхідність | у | створенні 
пізнавально - навчальних 
мультимедіа матеріалів із сучас- 
ною інтерпретацією українських 
традиційних свят, з використан- 
ням творів класиків української 
літератури виникла з одного боку 
- через надзвичайний інтерес 
та успіх подібних проектів у 
глядачів, через зацікавлення 
молоді Канади українського 


походження відродженням Ta 
історії i 


вивченням традицій 


Володимир Гриців виконав у 
фільмі «Легенди Карпат» роль 
Гриця Дончука. (Фото: Наталі 
Гриців, 
області в Україні, 2010 рік, під 
час зйомок відеодіалогів.) 


Виженка Чернівецької 


прабатьківщини, а з другого боку 
- з потреби збільшення кількості 
подібних проектів на українську 
тематику у самій Україні, коли 
мовне питання, питання розвит- 
ку української культури і історії 


проходять випробовування 
політичними рішеннями Уряду 
України. 

Проект здійснили:  Ната- 
ля Гриців, керівник проекту 


- Arts of Life Studio; Олег Пан- 
чук, внук Ольги Кобилянської, 
професор Чернівецького 
університету iM. Федьковича 
- концепція, текст, голос; Во- 
лодимир Вознюк, директор 
музею Ольги Кобилянської у 
Чернівцях - літературно - мов- 
ний консультант; Шор Нако- 
нечний, науковий співробітник 
Чернівецького університету ім. 
Федьковича — комп'ютерний 
дизайн, озвучування. У Канаді 
проект здійснювала Студія Arts 
of Life. Переклади - Грина Цим- 
балюк, Маріанна Сех, Вален- 
тина Олійник; відео редактори: 
Андрій Андрієчко, Олександр 
Мнацаканов; PPP & WEB: 
Таня Цой, Володимир Гриців. 
Презентації та відео поступо- 
во розміщуються на Інтернет 
сторінці Студії. Партнери: м. 
Чернівці - Телевізійний канал 
"Буковина"? та Музей Ольги 
Кобилянської. Спонсори: м. 
Едмонтон - Arts of Life Studio, 
Українсько-канадське благодійне 
товариство, Союз Українок Ка- 
нади при православній Катедрі 
Св. Івана. 

У межах проекту створені 
шість фото - аудіо презентацій та 
два відеофільми. 

Тематичні аудіо Power Point 
презентації, присвячені жит- 
тю і творчості письменниці (на 
українській мові): 

« Ольга Кобилянська i Чернівці. 

« Літературні друзі Ольги Ко- 


УКРАЇНСЬКЕ НАЦІОНАЛЬНЕ ОБ'ЄДНАННЯ КАНАДИ 
ОРГАНІЗАЦІЯ УКРАЇНОК КАНАДИ im, Ольти Bacapab 


продотавтиюти.х. 
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Буковинська царівна», «Легенди Карпат» 


«Презентація ювілейних мистецьких 
мультимедіа проектів присвячується 150-й 
річниці з дня народження всесвітньовідомої 
української письменниці Ольги Кобилянської 


Мар'яна Михайляк, Маріанна Сех та Анна Лагода, які виконали у фільмі Ga Kapnam» poni Hacm- 
ки, Тетяни (Туркені) i Русалки. (Фото Андрія Андрієчка) 


билянської. 

° Родина Кобилянських та їх 
нащадки. 

» Ольга Кобилянська. Радянсь- 
кий період. 

» Творчість видатної українсь- 
кої письменниці Ольги Коби- 
лянської. 

- "ВОНА ТА ВІН". Смутки i 
радості Ольги Кобилянської. 

Презентації "Він та Вона", 
"Родина Ольги Кобилянської 
та їх нащадки" та " Ольга Ко- 
билянська. Радянський період? 
перекладені на англійську мову, 
інші - на часі. 


Відеофільм у двох частинах: 

«Легенди Карпат» - перший 
фільм, до котрого увійшли 
діалоги 3 творів Ольги 
Кобилянської "В. неділю рано 
зілля копала? і драми - феєрії 
Лесі Українки "Лісова пісня", 
розгорнуті на яскравому полотні 
українського традиційного свят- 
кування середини літа - Івана Ку- 
nana. У 2010 році Arts of Life 


Studio спільно з Едмонтонським 


відділом Молоді Українського 
Національного Об'єднання 
Канади та 12 партнерами i 


спонсорами | - українськими 
організаціями Канади 
організували святкування Івана 
Купала wa Селі Спадщини 
Української Культури в Альберті. 
Увесь матеріал та дослідження 
теми, зібрані за участі та до- 
помоги студентів університету 
Альберти, увійшов у Репертуар- 
ний збірник «Івана Купала» та 
розміщений на Інтернет-сторінці 
Arts of Life Studio. 

Більшість сцен хотілось 
відтворити та записати в Україні, 
у горах Буковини, про які писала 
у своїх творах Ольга Кобилянсь- 
ка. Більше того, Наталя Гриців 
дізналася, що y Чернівцях мешкає 
внук Ольги Кобилянської, Олег 
Ельпідефорович Панчук, док- 
тор хімічних наук, професор 
Чернівецького університету, а 
згодом дістала від нього згоду 
на інтерв'ю та благословення на 


tae KET 5 


TARAS: 780- 
KATHY: 
TAMAR 


9-6858 


працю в Україні. 


«Буковинська царівна» 
- фільм | другий. Ольгу 
Кобилянську називають Едель- 
вейсом, Шовковою Косицею, 
Шаріткою - за унікальну, дивну, 
виняткову красу її світобачення 
та юмистецько - філософське 
відображення його у її творах. 
Ще називають її Царівною, за 
назвою автобіографічного тво- 
ру "Царівна? «Буковинська 
царівна» - це фільм - інтерв'ю 
з внуком Ольги Кобилянської, 
професором Олегом Панчуком з 
Чернівців. 

На додаток, творчий колек- 
тив Студії створив детальний 
опис народження ідеї проек- 
ту, всіх етапів Його здійснення, 
та подав детальний опис усіх 
партнерів і спонсорів проекту, 
ведучих акторів та виконавців. 
Усі матеріали супроводжуються 
англійським перекладом - для за- 
хоплення ширшого кола канадсь- 
кого глядача до ознайомлення 
з життям і творчістю Ольги 
Кобилянської і Лесі Українки, за 
словами лідера проекту Наталії 
Гриців, «на справу зміцнення 
співпраці молоді української 
діаспори з Україною - нашою 
рідною землею, джерелом нашої 
радості, гордістю нашого серця і 
наснагою до творчості, до праці 
- на благо розвою принципів 
гармонії життя, національного 
патріотизму, на справу щоден- 
ного зрощення в душі краси і 
любові». 

Мультимедіа матеріали «Бу- 
ковинська царівна» ta  «Ле- 
генди Карпат» оприлюднені 
18 листопада 2013 року, до 
150-річчя з дня народження Оль- 
ги Кобилянської. Увесь матеріал 
розміщений на Інтернет-сторінці 
Arts of Life Studio: www.ArtsOf- 
Life.ca. 

За довідками або для одержан- 
ня копії відео дисків, просимо 
звертатися за контактами: 
Наталя Гриців, Керівник Студії 
сценічних мистецтв і мистець- 
ких ініціатив (Arts of Life Stu- 
dio) «ArtsOfLife.ng@gmail.com> 
(780) 680-2635. 


Юлія Адамик, Журналіст 
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Midwinter Night revives historic koliadas 


By Victor Mishalow (PhD), 
Adjunct Research Fellow, 
Monash University, 
Honoured Artist of Ukraine 

This December Toronto saw 
a world music theatre piece en- 
titled “Midwinter Night: Sacred 
and Profane Rituals” performed 
in its beautiful Enwave Theatre at 
Harbourfront Centre. This bilin- 
gual theatre piece included ancient 
winter-songs from the Carpathians, 
a Ukrainian Baroque folk nativ- 
ity play and Carnivalesque Goat 
Songs” and was created by Yara 


Arts Group under the direction of 


Virlana Tkacz 

Five traditional folk musicians 
were brought from the Carpath- 
ian village of Kryvorivnia. They 
were joined by twelve members 
of «Lemon Bucket Orkestra» from 
Toronto and seven Yara artists from 
New York. The sets were designed 
by Watoku Ueno with Olenka Kle- 
ban and the projections were by 
Mikhail Shraga, Volodymyr Klyuz- 
ko and Alexander Khantaev. All 
these artists were brought together 
by Virlana Tkacz to perform a 
unique theatre piece that celebrated 
Ukzainian winter rituals. 

In the first part we heard the old- 
est Ukrainian koliadas, or winter 
songs, about the creation of the 
sun, moon and stars, first recorded 
in 1693. We were also treated to in- 
strumentals played on such ancient 
folk instruments as the dentsivka, 
tylynka, sopilka and trembita. 

The second section was a staging 
of a 18th century Nativity play, or 
vertep, with the artists portraying 
angels, shepherds, three wise men, 
Herod, the soothsayer, Rachel, 
Death and the Devil. Music for this 
section included rarely performed 
Baroque carols arranged by com- 
poser Julian Kytasty. They were 
sung by a chorus of artists from all 
the groups accompanied by violin, 
cello, flute, sopilka and bandura in 
a baroque style from 17th century 
Ukraine. Kytasty aptly connected 


Lemon Bucket Orkestra 


PHOTO — VOLODYMYR KLYUZKO 


the elements into one musical 
whole. 

The third part included ancient 
ritual goat songs by Lemon Bucket 
Orkestra with a hilarious perform- 
ance by Stephania Wolodshyn 
as the goat. Afterwards, Lemon 
Bucket Orkestra and the Hutsuls 
performed a series of koliadas and 
instrumentals with a rousing finale 
with the audience dancing in the 
aisles and on stage. 

In addition to the various ban- 
duras played Julian Kytasty, other 
rare Ukrainian folk instruments 
included the hammer dulcimer 
(tsymbaly), the mountain horn 
(trembita), bagpipes, drymby Gaw 
harps) and a variety of flutes, 
including a masterful perform- 
ance on the telynka, or overtone 
flute. These instruments are rarely 
played, and it was a treat to hear 
such accomplished performers. In 
today’s digital age how fresh it is 


PHOTO — VOLODYMYR KLYUZKO 


Alina and Marika Kuzma as the Moon and the Sun creating the world in 


the oldest Koliada 


PHOTO — VOLODYMYR KLYUZKO 
Tamar Ilana as Time and Ostap Kostyuk as the King ina 17th Baroque 
Nativity Play 


to hear an acoustic performance 
played with such passion. 

After the final performance 
there was a party at the Bezpala- 
Brown Gallery (17 Church St @ 
Front) where there was an exhibit 
of photographic art by Alexander 


Khantaev and Volodymyr Klyuzko 
inspired by traditional life in the 
Carpathians. 

The sponsors of this project 
should be thanked. The participants 
and the audience obviously experi- 
enced spiritual elevation. Direc- 


tor Virlana Tkacz and her artistic 
team have set a new standard in 
presenting our traditions in elegant 
and energetic interpretations by 
contemporary artists on the world 
stage. We want more, and we want 
it now. 


Найкращі Різдвяні побажання Ta щасливого 
нового 2014 року! 


Христос Раждається! 


RODAMe 


Foergy бої тіо во 
rom Daul Grod & Borys Chentene ag 


www.rodanenergy.com 
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(UCHV)—Bring a glass jar and experience one 
of the most important holy days of the Ukrainian 
church calendar. Yordan, also known as the Feast 
of the Epiphany, is observed annually during the 
Ukrainian Christmas season to commemorate the 
baptism of Christ. 

For this special event only, the village will be open 
from 10 a.m. (gates open at 9:30 a.m.) to 2 p.m. Church 
a services begin at 10 a.m. at three historic churches: 
' St. Nicholas Russo-Greek Orthodox, St. Nicholas 


Visitors are also invited to: 

» Attend a water blessing ceremony at an ice cross 
following church services. After the blessing, visitors 
can collect a small amount of holy water to take home. 

» Enjoy a free wagon ride to a number of ‘historical 
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Father Cornell Zubritsky of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada blesses the crowd at last year 5 Iordan. 


Ukrainian Village to celebrate Yordan 


° Observe clergy bless historic homes and join cos- 
tumed role players in a didukh, or wheat sheaf, burn- 
ing ritual. 

» Enjoy food service with traditional Ukrainian fare 
from the Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society, in- 
cluding: kutia (boiled wheat with honey and poppy 
seed), pyrohy (perogies), holubsti (cabbage rolls) and 
pampushky (doughnuts) 

Admission for Yordan is $4.50 for adults, $10 for 
a family (two adults and their children ages 7 to 17), 
$3.50 for seniors and $2 for youth (ages 7 to 17). Chil- 
dren six and under are admitted free. Admission is 
also free for those with a current Experience Alberta’s 
History Pass or Friends of the Ukrainian Village Soci- 
ety membership card. 


Operated by Alberta Culture, the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village is located 25 minutes east of HAMSH= 


11727 Kingsway NW ванозіні АВ TSG 3A] 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 1.800.661.9843 


дО 


; SUNDAY J 


i 


| At the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village 


Celebrate the Ukrainian Christmas season at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village with one of the most important holidays of the Eastern Rite. 


Food services provided by the Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society 
Admission is charged | Activities subject to change due to inclement weather. 


7 2.3640 | 25 minutes east of Edmonton on Hwy, 16 


ukrainianvillage.ca 
Historie Sites and Museums, Alberta Culture 


buildings where costumed role players will show how on on Highway 16. Apart from Yordan, the Ukrainian 
Ukzainian pioneers celebrated this special day. 


Village is closed until May 17. 


More Lenin statues 
toppled in Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Authorities in the western Ukrainian town of Berdichev 
say a two-meter high statue to the founder of the Soviet Union Vladimir 
Lenin has been “completely destroyed.” 

The Interior Ministry for the Zhytomyr region, where Berdichev is 
located, said that the act of vandalism happened overnight on January 
5-6. 

The toppling of Lenin’s statue in Berdichey comes one day after 
a statue of Lenin in the Odesa region was vandalized. Officials in 
Berezovka, the center of the Odesa region, said someone threw black 
paint on that statue. 

Another statue of Lenin was reported down in the town of Andreevo- 
Ivanovka, also in the Odesa region, but officials said the statue simply 
“fell over” and broke into two pieces. 

A Lenin statue in downtown Kyiv was pulled down and demolished 


Kyiv, Moscow formalize 
cheaper gas deal 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine and Russia have signed a formal amendment to 
a natural-gas contract that cuts the price of Russian gas by one-third for 
the first quarter of 2014. 

Ukraine’s energy and coal industry minister, Eduard Stavytskyy, told 
journalists Jan. 9 that the agreement established the price of Russia’s 
natural gas to Ukraine at $268.50 per 1,000 cubic meters. 

The deal was reached last month, a few weeks after Kyiv walked 
away from signing a free-trade pact with the European Union. 

A new price level must be confirmed every quarter, an arrangement 
that analysts say creates financial leverage for Moscow to prevent Kyiv 
from seeking to revive ties with the bloc. 

Ukraine paid around $400 per 1,000 cubic meters to import an 
estimated 26 billion-27 billion cubic meters of natural gas from Russia, 
its main supplier, in 2013. 
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Sofia Marchenko hands out cookies in Kyiv. 


Euromaidan’slittle helpers 


By Tom Balmforth and Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—Sofia Marchenko loves baking. 

And as protests continue in Ukraine against the gov- 
ernment’s decision to shelve a landmark pact with the 
European Union, the 18-year-old Kyiv student has 
found a new way of putting her kitchen skills to use. 

Like millions of Ukrainians who long to see their 
country join Europe, Marchenko was dismayed when 
President Viktor Yanukovych walked away from the EU 
deal last month in favor of closer ties with Moscow. 

Her university exams, however, are currently pre- 
venting her from joining the protesters camped out 
on Kyiv’s Independence Square, better known among 
locals as the Maidan. 

To make up for her absence, she regularly prepares 
patriotic-themed biscuits for demonstrators. 

“The kitchen on Maidan is very well organized and 
people bring a lot of food. But there’s a shortage of 
desserts. People usually want something sweet with 
their tea, especially when they are cold and down. I 
think sweets always raise people’s spirits,’ Marchenko 
said. 

During her latest baking session, Marchenko made 
trays full of heart-shaped biscuits which she adorned 
with the letters UA and UKR, both abbreviations for 
Ukraine, and yellow and blue glazing representing the 
national flag. 

“T love seeing people smile as they take the biscuits, 
as they express thanks and say how tasty they are. It’s 
great to see the joy in their eyes,’ Marchenko said. 

Marchenko is one of many Ukrainians who for dif- 
ferent reasons cannot spend much time on Maidan but 
help sustain the protests by keeping demonstrators 
fed, warm, and in revolutionary spirits. 

Since the protests erupted on Nov. 21, sympathizers 
have been steadily streaming into the square to deliver 
homemade food, groceries, warm clothes, and other 
basic necessities. 

Many of them take a stroll around Maidan after 
dropping off their donations at one of the tents that 
have sprung up on the square, doling out refreshments 
and words of support to protesters. 

Yelena, 75, comes by every other day, usually haul- 
ing heavy bags brimming with food and warm clothes. 

On one of her recent visits, she was already looking 
forward to her next delivery. 

“Pll make barley kasha. ГІЇ fry onions and throw 
them into the kasha with some lard, and ГІ bring it 
to Maidan. It should be enough to feed 10 people. ГІЇ 
also bring bread loaves, otherwise they might still be 
hungry,” Yelena said. 

Yelena dreams of a future in Europe for her three 
children and six grandchildren. 

Despite earning just $120 a month answering phones 
at a local company, she vows to spare no expense for 
the protesters. 

“I'm ready to give whatever I have, however dif- 
ficult it may be. This is my way of protesting. I come 


here for the sake of my children and Ukraine, so that 
its youth lives in Europe, so that we are no longer 
cheated, so that we receive decent pensions and laws 
are respected,” Yelena said. 

Many Ukrainians say they are grateful to protest- 
ers for braving subzero temperatures and police trun- 
cheons to defend their country’s pro-European aspira- 
tions. 

Riot police have twice attempted to break up the 
rally in the middle of the night, injuring dozens. 

Valentina Rokhozhenska, a 41-year-old cook, com- 
mutes one hour from work every day to bring home- 
made food to Independence Square. 

It takes her another hour to travel back home. 

“People in the cold want to eat warm soup, warm 
kasha. I bring kasha with gravy and mushrooms, just 
like in good restaurants. We bring people food and 
we hope they will stay here until the victorious end,” 
Rokhozhenska said. 

While a solution to the political crisis remains elu- 
sive, the protesters seem to have everything they need 
to continue occupying the square for weeks. 

-The food tent is packed high with supplies, bonfires 
burn bright, a giant stage provides musical entertain- 
ment, volunteer doctors treat coughs and runny no- 
ses, and army veterans are on site round-the-clock to 
shield the protesters from police. 

Orthodox priests even lead daily prayers calling for 
peace under a large wooden cross. 

The protests, widely dubbed Euromaidan, have 
drawn praise for their unprecedented level of organ- 
ization. 

Kyiv entrepreneur Dmytro Vasilev is the co-founder 
of “Plan of Action,” an Internet-based initiative to 
help drum up support for the protests. 

He says the Euromaidan is a dramatic improvement 
from the 2004 Orange Revolution that ushered in a 
pro-Western government led by Viktor Yushchenko, 
who stepped down after losing the 2010 presidential 
election to Yanukovych. 

“The organization is much better this time. There is 
a very clear understanding of how to run this Maidan, 
where food, clothes, and wood for heating are col- 
lected, where people are accommodated, where valu- 
ables are stored, there’s even a special Internet tent. 
We had a first experience, and we have since learned a 
lot from our mistakes,” Vasilev said. 

Vasilev, Marchenko, Rokhozhenska, Yelena, and 
countless other Ukrainians appear determined to en- 
sure this Maidan brings long-term democratic change 
to their country. 

Back in her cramped kitchen, Sofia says she is ready 
to cook as many biscuits as it takes. 

ЗТ will continue to bake in my free time. If the pro- 
tests continue, I will do everything in my power to 
support them,” Marchenko said. 

Tom Balmforth reported from Kyiv. Claire Bigg re- 
ported and wrote from Prague 


Pro-EU activist remanded into pretrial detention 


(RFE/RL)—A pro-EU activist in Ukraine who was 
arrested last month on charges of involvement in mass 


clashes with security forces in front of the presidential 
office in Kyiv last month. 
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disorders has been remanded into custody. The other eight have been released after journalists Repeat Sunday 1PM 

Kyiv’s Pechera District Court ruled on January апа the opposition challenged their arrests. ALBERTA OMNI SAT 4 PM 
5 that Yaroslav Prytulenko must remain in  Prytulenko’s supporters protested outside the court Repeat Thurs 2PM 4 
detention and that a presidential decree оп building , chanting, “A government of idiots is jailing OMNI BC SUN 8 AM. оч. 


releasing individuals detained during peaceful 
demonstrations cannot be applied the 
wording of the decree is unclear. 

Prytulenko was one of nine activists arrested after 


since 


the patriots!” 

Protests in Kyiv began in late November after 
the government walked away from signing an EU 
Association Agreement. 


Repeat Mon Noon 


Lao my 
лоз 


СА 


зад 


12 


Ukrainian Мемуз/Українські вісті, January 14 - 22, 14 - 22 січня, 2014 


Богдан Медвідський: «Мені й далі цікаво, що таке бути українцем» 


(Простір) У жовтні під за- 
грозою закриття опинилися два 
інститути Національної академії 
наук України Інститут 
української археографії та дже- 
релознавства ім. М. Грушевсь- 
кого та Інститут сходознавства 
їм. А. Кримського. Головний 
аргумент, до якого апелюва- 
ла Президія НАН України при 
прийнятті рішення про закриття 
-- це глибока фінансова криза. 
Як згодом пояснили в Президії, 
інститути / планувалося з лише 
приєднати до інших інститутів 
НАН України: Інститут 
української археографії та дже- 
релознавства -- до Інституту 
історії України, а Інститут Схо- 
дознавства im. А. Кримського — 
до Інституту всесвітньої історії. 
Співробітники ж інститутів були 
переконані, що це рівнозначно 
знищенню, адже творчі колекти- 
ви все одно не будуть збережені, 
а проекти, над якими вони пра- 
цювали протягом декількох 
років, — зупинені. 

На щастя, завдяки проведенню 


кількох протестів під стінами 
Президії та міцній підтримці 
провідних науковців не лише 
України, а й усього світу, рішення 
про ліквідацію було скасовано. 

Одним із тих, хто виступив на 
захист інститутів, був профе- 
сор української фольклористи- 
ки Альбертського університету 
(Канада), президент Альбертсь- 
кого говариства сприяння 
українським студіям, засновник 
програми українського фолькло- 
ру в Альбертському університеті 
Богдан Медвідський. 

В інтерв'ю Медвідський розпові- 
дає Олександрові Панкєєву про 
становлення, сьогоднішній стан, 
а також про проблеми, які існують 
в рамках програми українського 
фольклору | в  Альбертському 
університеті. 

Олександр Панкєєв: Як Ви та 
ваша родина потрапили до Кана- 
ди? Що ви пам'ятаєте? 

Богдан Медвідський: Бачте, я не 
пригадую, як я народився. Якби я 
був дуже зарозумілим, я би ска- 
зав, як деякі люди кажуть, що 
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Богдан Медвідський 


вони пам'ятають, як тато пішов з 
мамою на забаву — і з ними вже 
повернулися додому. Можливо, 
у мене таке саме було, але я не 


пам'ятаю, як народився. По правді, 
B дитинстві 31 мною щось трапи- 
лося, що я не міг ходити, і батьки 


поїхали по всіх лікарях тоді нашої 
Польщі, яка окупувала українські 
землі. Ніхто, ані у Варшаві, ані в 
інших містах не міг знайти спосіб 
лікування. Тоді батьки вирішили 
віддати мене до Швейцарії. Вони 
мене лишили там на певний час, 
але розпочалася Друга світова 
війна, і я там лишався, доки ми з 
батьками не злучилися після війни 
у столиці колишньої Австро- 
Угорської імперії Відні, у 1948 
році. Відень тоді був поділений 
на чотири зони: британську, фран- 
цузьку, американську та російську, 
точніше, радянську. Ми тоді так 
-- тишком-нишком, з фальшо- 
ваними документами виїхали до 
американської частини. Перед 
цим ми були в радянській зоні. А 
з американської зони дісталися до 
Гамбурга, а з Гамбурга вже паро- 
плавом — до Канади у Квебек. 

Як Ви себе ідентифікували й 
ідентифікуєте зараз? Народили- 
ся в Україні, котра була у складі 
Польщі, зростали в чужому 
середовищі в Швейцарії, живете в 
Канаді. 

Мені | здавалося, Wo | я 
українець. Але я скажу, що то 
відразу не прийшло. Коли я 
з батьками злучився, то вони 
мене помаленьку вчили, що це є: 
«українець». Так трапилося, що 
я до цього не мав жодної нагоди 
пізнавати українське. Я говорив 
лише німецькою і французькою 
мовами, не знав української. Мої 
батьки родилися ще за Австрії, 
вони знали німецьку, саме че- 
рез німецьку мову навчили мене 
українському словнику, і тому, 
що це таке «українець». Ось тоді 
я й дізнався, що я українець, мені 
було вже 12 років. Я, звичайно, 
хотів знати більше, що таке бути 
українцем, але я ніколи не мав 
досить інформації про це. Навіть 
сьогодні, коли я говорю з вами, 
мені й далі цікаво, що таке — 
бути українцем. Мої батьки були 
з Західної України, котра була під 
Польщею, але батьки завжди го- 
ворили про Велику Україну, яка 
була окупована іншим режимом, 
i мені було дуже цікаво, що ро- 
блять українці з Великої України 
та які вони є. 

Чому Ви обрали українську 
фольклористику? Це поклик, по- 
чуття обов'язку як українця, чи 
просто збіг обставин? 

Як я вже казав, мене завжди 
цікавила Україна. Я собі ду- 
мав, що не треба бути Богданом 
Хмельницьким, що їде в Київ, 
аби Україну мати. Я розпочав з 
того, що записався на славістику 
B  Торонтському університеті. 
Більшість з того була звичай- 
но русистика, але були й курси 


української мови та літератури, З 
того я й почав. 

Пізніше скінчив докторат зі 
слов'янського мовознавства й 
дістав працю в Карлтонському 
університеті в Оттаві. Я викла- 
дав російську мову. Там було 
мало студентів, котрих цікавила 
українська мова. Пізніший час 
я дістав роботу в Альбертсько- 
му університеті, де мене най- 
няли на посаду професора го- 
ловно української, але також і 
їнших слов'янських мов. Після 
декількох років я собі подумав, 
що українська граматика — це 
цікаво, але, можливо, цікавіше 
від о граматики € українська 
фольклористика, українська 
етнографія. У своєму класі я 
спитався в студентів, скільки би 
з них записалися на курс фоль- 
клористики, Усі руки пішли вго- 
ру. Тоді ми з одного курсу розпо- 
чали цілу програму на рівні ба- 
калавра, магістра й доктора. Це 
все пішло десь у 1977 році. 

Програма творилася за сприян- 
ня української громади чи уряду 
Канади? 

Програма створилася за ба- 
жанням студентів. Якщо немає 
студентів — немає нічого. Я пра- 
цював у відділенні слов'янських 
мов, спочатку необхідно було за- 
пропонувати у відділені, але мене 
не підтримали, сказали, що фоль- 
клористика -- це несерйозно і ми 
не будемо мати цього. Після я го- 
ворив окремо з кожним, поясню- 
вав, що це є українська фолькло- 
ристика. Через декілька тижнів ми 
говорили про це знову і більшість 
була вже «за». Таким чином, ми 
почали один курс, а потім другий, 
третій, а згодом і цілу програму 
запровадили. 

Що для Bac особисто є 
український фольклор? 

Я розпочав із українських 
пісень. Мене дуже цікавлять 
прислів'я. Ane, на відміну 
від України, канадський чи 
американський фольклор не 
поділений на дві галузі. Перша, 
де більше історики зацікавлені, 
— це етнографія, а друга — те, 
чим літературознавці більше 
цікавляться, фольклори- 
стика. Це є власне пісні, усна 
словесність, казки, життєві 
оповідання про те, як люди жили. 
І мені здавалося, що поділяти на 
дві галузі, як це було, а можливо 
й досі є в Україні, — то не є до- 
бре. Не можна це ділити. У нас у 
Канаді — це одне ціле. 

На те, щоб відкрити 
фольклористичні курси, одно- 
го бажання замало. Необхідні 
кошти, необхідна згода 
провінційного уряду. Чи відразу 
у Вас все вийшло? 

Спочатку не було згоди уряду. 
Я сказав, що можу бути волонте- 
ром, котрий читатиме такі курси. 
Я усвідомлював, що не можу все 
сам зробити, тому вислав свого 
керівника до декана спитатися, 
скільки необхідно мати студентів, 
аби відкрити новий штат. Декан 
сказав: якщо буде більше, ніж 
сто студентів, тоді можна буде 
відкрити новий штат, але у Вашо- 
му випадку краще, якщо Ви збере- 
те гроші самостійно, аби відкрити 
кафедру. Необхідно було зібрати 
не менше одного мільйона двох- 
сот тисяч доларів. 

Ви розпочали? 

Так, я розпочав збирати гроші. 

Чи відразу вдалося зібрати 
необхідну суму? 

Мені пощастило. Була підтримка 
тодішнього директора Канадсько- 
го інституту українських студій 
Богдана Кравченка. Він переконав 
одного мецената -- Ераста Гуцу- 
ляка, що необхідно відкрити ка- 


федру етнографії в університеті, 
З його подачі й було засновано ка- 
федру його імені та його дружини, 
Лідії. 

Скільки він пожертвував? 

Близько мільйона доларів. 

Лише Ераст Гуцуляк дав гроші 
на кафедру? 

Ні, багато людей me дали, але 
менші гроші. Ераст також почав 
з того, що дав 250 тисяч, які уряд 
Канади прибільшив до 750 тисяч 
доларів. Тоді була спеціальна 
програма, що на кожен пожерт- 
вуваний долар уряд давав два до- 
лари зверху. 

Багато записалося студентів на 
фольклористику? 

Перший курс був лише з 5 лю- 
дей, але пізніше завжди приходи- 
ли нові й нові. Дуже цікаві люди 
приїхали з Америки, Канади, 
Болгарії, навіть із Кореї. Проблем 
знайти когось не було. Я зараз 
говорю більше про докторантів 
i менше про бакалаврів. Ми 
навіть мали аспірантом Валенти- 
на Мороза -- сина українського 
дисидента. Хлопець, що з Кореї, 
започаткував україністику в себе 
в університеті в Кореї. 

Чи фольклористична програма 
популярна й далі? 

Я би сказав, що популярність 
не зменшилася, але молоді люди 
чим раз цікавляться — чи вони 
матимуть роботу. I тут дійсно 
немає гарантії, якщо Ви скінчите 
аспірантуру з фольклористики, що 
дістанете роботу. З іншого боку, 
якби ми особисто краще пропагу- 
вали нашу програму, ми би могли 
завжди знайти необхідну кількість 
студентів. Університетська 
політика вимагає для аспірантури 
мінімум 5 аспірантів. Ми маємо 
також курси на дипломному рівні, 
але там вони вимагають, по. І2 
студентів. Я думаю, що аспірантів 
завжди можна знайти з Америки, 
Канади, України чи інших країн. 
Зацікавлення є. Головне — пропа- 
гувати й поширювати інформацію 
про нашу програму. 

У цьому році уряд Альберти 
скоротив фінансування багатьох 
програм в університеті, які, на 
його думку, мало популярні. До 
списку потрапила й фольклори- 
стика. Деякі українознавчі кур- 
си взагалі під загрозою закрит- 
тя. Це обумовлено, можливо, 
тим, що фольклористична про- 
грама вже не так користується 
популярністю, як Ви думаєте? 

Ця політика уряду не дуже 
зачіпляє аспірантуру з фоль- 
клористики. Ми, на відміну від 
інших курсів, трішки захищені. 
Ми маємо спеціальні фонди. 
Зазвичай | урядники  дивлять- 
ся, що мало студентів і дума- 
ють, що такі курси не потрібні. 
Але, наприклад, я нещодавно 
був у Торонто, де ми говорили 
про українське шкільництво, 
і там був один чоловік з Нью- 
Йорка, який написав підручник 
з української граматики Ta 
викладає українську мову. Після 
сесії я до нього підійшов і запи- 
тався, скільки він має студентів 
на його курсах. Він відповів, що 
шість. Я перепитав: на одному 
курсі шість, на другому — - шість 
і так далі? Він сказав: «Ні, на 
першому -- три, на другому — 
два, на третьому — один». — «І 
вам дають змогу викладати!?», 

У нас же в Альбертському 
університеті з вимагається, аби 
було принаймні 12 студентів на 
курсі, якщо ні - - тоді закривають. 
Ви, звичайно, можете вчити, але 
це не буде зараховано вам, як ча- 
стина вашої роботи. Насправді ми 
по-серйозному турбуємося, щоби 
була аспірантура. Але знайти 5 
аспірантів — - то не є велика штука, 
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Rethinking the Euro Revolution| Test for the weer 


and the Yanukovych regime 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)—The Euro Revolution 
and the Yanukovych regime’s shameful deal with Pu- 
tin’s Russia are as momentous conceptually as they 
are politically, requiring a new way of thinking about 
what has transpired in Ukraine and how Ukraine may 
be best understood. Now more than ever, as the regime 
attempts to redefine reality according to its twisted Or- 
wellian categories, calling things by their right names 
is imperative. Here’s a brief primer. The key terms are: 
declaration of independence, social contract, freedom, 
legitimacy, tyranny, occupation, colony, resistance 
movement, and national-liberation struggle. 

First, in taking part im mass anti-regime demonstra- 
tions for more than five weeks, Ukrainians declared 
that the Yanukovych regime was ruling without their 
consent and was therefore illegitimate. In effect, 
Ukrainians made a declaration of independence from 
the regime, using the same logic (and oftentimes the 
same language) employed by American revolution- 
aries in 1776. Because Yanukovych systematically 
abused the Ukrainian people, neglected their inter- 
ests, and violated the social contract between demo- 
cratically elected rulers and the people who elected 
them, he ceased to be their “sovereign.” Once the 
sovereign turns against the people and acts tyran- 
nically, he transforms himself into a usurper and the 
people are no longer obligated to obey him. Indeed, 
like the American revolutionaries, they have both the 
right and the obligation to defend themselves from 
his predations. 

Second, in standing up for their rights, Ukrainians 
demonstrated to themselves, to the regime, and to the 
world that they are free and will fight for that freedom. 
The demonstrations began as protests against the 
government’s decision to snub the European Union; 
~ but they quickly morphed into assertions of the dig- 
nity and autonomy of the self. Now that Ukrainians 
have freed themselves from the fear, impotence, and 
self-denigration that many decades of Communist 
and post-Communist despotism promoted, there is no 
‘going back. Free Ukrainians — and they are now a 
majority of the country — have also sent a clear sig- 
nal to the regime: that the Euro Revolution is only the 
first stage in what is likely to be a protracted struggle 
to replace an illegitimate regime with popular sover- 
eignty. 

Third, in violating the people’s trust, Yanukovych 
lost all the democratic legitimacy he had acquired in 
the 2010 presidential election. Some analysts con- 
tinually invoke Yanukovych’s democratic election 
as if it were an unconditional mandate. It is anything 
but. A democratic election is not a mandate to abuse 
the people who elected you. A democratic election is 
an obligation to protect the people and promote their 
welfare. By violating that obligation, by systematic- 
ally exploiting the people and enriching himself in 
the process, by undermining their very security and 
safety, by breaking the social contract, and ignoring 
the people’s legitimate demands that he step down, 


Yanukovych nullified the election and the legitimacy 
it bestowed on him and ceased to be president. He ет- 
braced tyranny — and thereby became a tyrant — and 
transformed his rapacious regime into an occupation 
force and his Party of Regions and their oligarch sup- 
porters into a collection of collaborators. 

Fourth, in mortgaging Ukraine to Vladimir Putin in 
exchange for his temporary financial support, Yanuko- 
vych began the process of Ukraine’s transformation 
into a colony of Russia. Having torn up his social con- 
tract with the Ukrainian people, Yanukovych signed a 
new one with Putin. Yanukovych accepted the status 
of a lowly satrap in exchange for the ability to con- 
tinue exploiting Ukraine economically and brutalizing 
Ukrainians politically. Yanukovych’s cultural policy 
is already determined in Moscow. Now his economic 
and foreign policy will also be determined in Moscow. 
Were he logically consistent with his own actions, he 
would shut down Ukraine’s embassies and consul- 
ates, return the buildings to the Ukrainian diaspora 
that bought them, and disband the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs or rename it the Ministry of Liaison with the 
Kremlin. 

The Yanukovych regime’s transformation into an 
occupation force and Ukraine’s creeping transforma- 
tion into a semi-colony mean that Ukrainians, who 
now know that they too are fully human beings fully 
capable of self-rule, are engaged in a pro-democracy 
movement that is also a resistance movement anda па- 
tional-liberation struggle. The Euro Revolution, a.k.a. 
the Maidan people’s movement, established in Kyiv 
on December 22, is just such a broad-based movement 
with the potential to become some combination of Ро- 
land’s Solidarity, the American civil rights movement, 
the black struggle against apartheid in South Africa, 
and Gandhi’s nonviolent movement in India. Brutal- 
ity, violence, and repression are ultimately powerless 
against such a potent mix of invigorating ideas, uplift- 
ing morals, just causes — and millions of people. 

Ukrainians have demonstrated their confidence, 
humanity, autonomy, and maturity during the Euro 
Revolution. As expected, Yanukovych has displayed 
his desperation, incompetence, and weakness; un- 
expectedly, Putin has revealed proneness for strategic 
miscalculations. Yanukovych is certain to be as un- 
reliable a satrap as he has been rapacious as a sultan. 
Worse, Putin apparently doesn’t understand that Rus- 
sia lacks the economic resources and state strength to 
dominate a country as large and unstable as Ukraine. 
The costs of imperialism will prove too great for Pu- 
tin’s economically stagnant and crumbling petro-state 
to bear—especially as a popular movement that sup- 
ports democracy, human dignity, resistance to occu- 
pation, and national liberation is too powerful a con- 
tender for an illegitimate satrap to contain. Ukraine’s 
neo-colonial status will be short-lived and the collapse 
of Putin’s neo-imperial project may mean the collapse 
of Putin. And without Putin, Yanukovych will have 
nowhere to turn and nothing to do but run for the hills. 
This time, Interpol is likely to be on his heels. 


Klitschko says peaceful protests will continue 


(RFE/RL)—The leader of Ukraine’s opposition 
UDAR party, Vitali Klitschko, says opposition parties 
and their supporters will continue their peaceful dem- 
onstrations across Ukraine after the winter holidays. 

Klitschko, who is a former world heavyweight box- 
ing champion, told RFE/RL on December 31 that the 
opposition’s next step will be a nationwide strike. 

“And our next step — just to remind you that we are 
peacefully protesting and everything we pursue will 
be done legally — is to call for a national strike, an 
all-Ukrainian strike,” Klitschko said. 

“The first time it will last just for 5 minutes, ‘then the 
next time for an hour, then for a day. With this we will 
demonstrate that we don’t want to live or work under 
this government and by their rules.” 

Klitschko and other opposition leaders called for 
continued protests after the winter holidays at a 


weekly antigovernment rally that attracted tens of 


thousands of people on December 29 to Independ- 
ence Square (the “Maidan’’) in Kyiv, which has been 
the hub of pro-EU protests for a month. 

The protests that became known as “Euromaidan” 
erupted after President Viktor Yanukovych’s govern- 
ment suspended talks on an Association Agreement 
with the EU last month. 


In his interview with RFE/RL, Klitschko said he did 
not originally expect the number of pro-EU protesters 
to be as big as it was. 

“Nobody expected huge numbers. Honestly, I my- 
self didn’t expect it,” he said. “We thought maybe 
50,000 or 100,000 will show up, but to imagine almost 
1 million — that is a substantial indicator.” 

Asked how long the pro-EU protests will last, 
Klitschko compared the demonstrations with a boxing 
match. 

“Tt’s like in boxing, when you wish to knock out 
your rival with the first punch. But sometimes your 
rival is very strong and you need to stay fit during the 
first, second, third, or even for all 12 rounds. Nobody 
knows,” he said. “When you start fighting, you don’t 
know how long the fight will last.” 

Klitschko also said that Ukraine’s current govern- 
ment had to be changed in order not to have polit- 
ical prisoners like former Prime Minister Yulia Tym- 
oshenko, who is serving a seven-year term for abuse 
of office, a charge that she denies and claims is politic- 
ally motivated. 

Klitschko, who previously announced his intention 
to run for president in 2015, added that the opposition 
will have a single presidential candidate. 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 


The EuroMaidan protests, now approaching their third month in Ukraine, 
are not just a stand against the failure of President Viktor Yanukoyych to 
sign the trade agreement with the European Union. They are a test for 
the democratic world: How far will it let Russia expand before drawing 
the line in the sand? What will it do in face of the new Berlin Wall being 


erected along Ukraine’s borders? 


Russia is on the offensive. With lightning speed it signed the agreement 
while demonstrations protesting the deal were at their height. The deal is 
most unattractive for Ukraine but Western democracies need to see it is 
a threat to them too. It is particularly significant for Canada with its un- 
defended Arctic, and other countries with access to northern waters. 

The loan is a Trojan horse. The $15 billion “promised” in the name 
of “brotherly love” are, in fact, catastrophic to Ukraine’s economy and 


sovereignty. 


To begin, it throws money at problems without addressing structural 
faults — corruption, taxation, ineffective laws — as the EU association 
agreement means to do. The billions are designed to prop up the polit- 
ical standing of Yanukovych by tempering the EuroMaidan’s rage against 
both his and Russia’s regime. Lower energy costs and some pension in- 
creases are bait. Most of the loan, however, goes to pay off the existing 
energy debt to Russia. The new loan interest will increase its overall debt 
to Russia even more. Equally bad, the negotiated lower energy price can 


be changed every three months. 


The deal favors Russia economically and is a disaster for Ukraine’s 
sovereignty. Russia means to finish what it failed to achieve with its 
USSR model: a global Russia-controlled empire. It is a deja-vu; a repeat 
of Russia’s invasion of Poland and western Ukraine in 1939. The military 


is on alert. 


The agreement ensures all of Ukraine’s security and defense sector is 
subservient to Russia. The agreement gives it a foothold on the Kerch 
peninsula and allocates some $4 billion to Ukraine’s shipbuilding indus- 
try. The strongest in the former USSR and one of the top five in the world, 
it is to build oil tankers for Russia. In fact, Ukraine’s shipyards may be 
used to support the now integrated defense and security sectors of both 
countries. The shipyards— about a half-dozen— manufacture defense 
vessels. The world’s largest aircraft carrier, Varjah, was built here as well 
as state of the art anti-nuclear research explorers capable of the deepest 
depths known to man, and the world’s best icebreakers. This spells danger 


to Canada’s Arctic and the West’s naval power. 


As global implications of the deal become clearer, the EuroMaidan is 
raging and the atrocities are growing. Most recently, Tetyana Chornovol, 
a leading journalist known. for surfacing \damaging sinfo 
corruption, was savagely beaten, reminding of the tragic Hungarian and 
Czech revolutions against Soviet occupation. Then, the Free World failed 
to help. Russia enslaved its neighborhood and used the time to plant dic- 


tatorships from Angola to Zambia. 


The situation seems even more dire now. Russia is heady with success 
_for having hoodwinked the EU over Ukraine. America’s secrets—thanks | 
to “Eddy” Snowden— are in Russia’s hands. Its rulers-cum-oligarchs’ 
wealth is safe in Western banks: their families reside in the poshest parts 
of Western cities; their kind have penetrated Western institutions. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin tells the US to “curb your appetite” 
and threatens the EU and NATO to keep out of internal affairs of sover- 
eign countries. His Soviet-era apologists, like American Stephen Cohen 
spring into action demanding the same. Such one-sided advantage cannot 


be healthy for the West. 


The light in the dark is Ukraine’s EuroMaidan. It stands against the goy- 
егатепіз of Yanukovych at home and Russia’s expansionism abroad. Yet, 
while peaceful demonstrators are beaten, blacklisted, imprisoned, shot, 
and die waving EU flags, other than brave words, democratic govern- 


ments are not helping. 


There are published lists of “politically exposed persons’’ — politicians 
involved in questionable financial dealings. Heading them are Yanuko- 
vych and his sons, Prime Minister Mykola Azaroy and Andrei Kluiyev, 
the security czar. Olexander Yanukovych, the president’s elder son, has 
business profits in 2013 exceeding some 1,000 percent. London is home 
to mega-billionaire Rinat Akhmetoy. Cyprus sequesters more oligarch 


money than Ukraine’s entire budget from 2012. 


The EU, the United States, Canada and others are signatory to agree- 


ments to combat money laundering. In Canada, the minister of finance is 


responsible for the implementation involving some 10 federal agencies. It 


is imperative to investigate and to take action to weed out crooks by freez- 


ing their assets and denying the culprits entry visas. 
Let them feel the pressure. As the saying goes ... 


all that is necessary for 
evil to triumph is for good people to do nothing. Let’s act. 


Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, a former Canadian government executive, is 


a founding member of the Canadian Group for Democracy in Ukraine. 


Ukrainian jewelry factory fire kills 8 


(RFE/RL)—Eight people have been killed in a fire that broke out in a 


jewelry factory in the eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv, Jan. 8. 
people were rescued from the 


The Civil Protection Agency said 22 
building. 


The blaze engulfed 250 square meters on the fourth and fifth stories of 


the building, which also houses a number of offices. 


One man died after trying to escape the fire by jumping out of a fourth- 


floor window. 


Investigators are trying to determine the cause of the fire. 


Ukraine-Russia deal 
is bad for Canada 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, 
Ottawa Citizen January 7, 2014 

The EuroMaidan protests in Ukraine stand for democracy 
and against the decision by President Viktor Yanukovych to 
sell Ukraine’s future to Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
despotic, expansionistic and backward-looking Russia. 

The Yanukovych-Putin deal signed on the heels of the 
turned-down Association Agreement with the European 
Union is a noose around Ukraine’s neck. $15 billion of the 
“loan” goes to pay off the existing energy “debt” to Russia. 
The high interest payments enlarge it further while the lower 
energy price is renegotiable every three months. Worst, there 
is no requirement to fix Ukraine’s failing governance as the 
EU’s agreement demanded. 

As bad as this is for Ukraine, it spells danger for the West; 
especially for Canada. Here’s why. 

Above all, the deal advances the idea of Russian World 
Empire. To this end, it strangles Ukraine’s sovereignty by, 
among other things, integrating the military establishment 

with its own and acquiring a further foothold on the Kerch 
peninsula. Like Georgia’s Abkhazia and South Ossetia, oc- 
cupied by Russia in 2008, Kerch is a prized piece of geog- 
raphy. It provides Russia with greater access to the Black 
Sea, the Mediterranean and beyond. The deal is a de facto 
replay of the 1939 Russian invasion of Western Ukraine, 
then under Poland. So far, only the tanks are missing. 

Also, the deal allocates $4 billion to rejuvenating Ukraine’s 
shipbuilding industry. Alarms should be ringing on Parlia- 
ment Hill. Russia makes no secret of coveting Canada’s Arc- 
tic waters. 

In the former USSR, Ukraine ranked among the world’s 
top five shipbuilders. Besides oil tankers — Russia claims to 
be ordering these — the shipyards around Kerch manufac- 
ture defence vessels: the world’s largest aircraft carrier; anti- 
nuclear research explorers capable of unprecedented depths; 
and the world’s best icebreakers. At one time, Port Churchill 
in Manitoba showed an interest in them. 

As global implications of the deal become clearer, the 
EuroMaidan is raging against Ukraine’s lost future while 
atrocities against protesters grow. The regime is fighting 
EuroMaidan with dirty propaganda, provocations, beatings 
and false arrests. More than 100 leaders and journalists have 
been hospitalized since the November stand for democracy 
began. The regime’s tactics recall the peaceful Hungarian 
and Czechoslovak revolutions that turned bloody when 
Soviet tanks rolled in. Then the fifth-column apologists rose 
to defend Kremlin’s brutalities and its “rights” to control its 
near abroad. The free world failed to help. Russia enslaved 
the sovereign states and used the Cold War to plant dictator- 
ships around the world. 

Canada and other democracies must not repeat this mis- 
take. They must support democrats who stand for their right 
to a free and just country, not a regime that is bringing one 
of the richest natural resource countries in Europe to the 
brink of economic ruin while its leaders join the ranks of the 
world’s richest billionaires. 

Established democracies must help an emerging one, 
whose citizens want nothing more but to live more like we 
do. Otherwise the democracies are the losers. 

To its credit, on Christmas Day, Canada’s ambassador to 
Ukraine visited the badly beaten and hospitalized EuroMai- 
dan leader and journalist Tetyana Chornovol. Other ambas- 
sadors did likewise, demonstrating support for EuroMaidan 
and condemning the regime. Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
warned President Yanukovych of “serious consequences” 
for abandoning the rule of law. Foreign Affairs Minister 
John Baird said, “Canada stands with the Ukrainian people 

. and will continue to forcefully oppose all efforts to re- 
press their rights and freedoms.” 

Individual Canadians and NGOs are helping by supporting 
the freedom fighters financially and mounting coast-to-coast 
echo-demonstrations. For this, the diaspora is pilloried here 
and in Ukraine: Toronto’s political science professor Taras 
Kuzio was denied entry for criticizing the regime. 

Clearly more is needed: When state leaders are the terror- 
ists, other countries cannot just offer words. 

The International Standards for Combating Money Laun- 
dering and the Financing of Terrorism and Proliferation, 
signed by Canada, Ukraine and Russia, is tasked with ensur- 
ing that “politically exposed persons, PEPs” and their im- 
mediate families are not profiteering from public office. 

The EuroMaidan has lists of Ukraine’s PEPs doing just 
that. 

When it suited the United States, it arrested and impris- 
oned Pavlo Lazarenko for money laundering as he set foot 
in the United States. Yet, the outlandish wealth of the ruling 
PEPs is ignored by democracies as they travel the world’s 
money havens to sequester their ill-gotten wealth and play. 

Canada can and must act against abusers. EuroMaidan 
calls for this; Canada’s sovereignty demands this. So does 

global security. 

As the saying goes, all that is necessary for evil to triumph 
is for good people to do nothing. Let’s act. з 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn was the president of U*CAN 
Ukraine Canada Relations Inc., which brokered interests, 
including shipbuilding, between the countries. 
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Taking Yanukovych to the 
International Criminal Court? 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)—The savage beating on De- 
cember 25th of investigative journalist Tatiana Chornovol 
has led Ukrainians to speculate about three possible explan- 
ations. The first is that the Yanukovych regime is directly 
responsible. The second is that rogue elements within the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs are responsible. The third is that 
it’s the Russians. 

The third is least persuasive. Accordingly, the Putin regime 
is trying to destabilize Ukraine and weaken Yanukovych, 
in the hope, presumably, that both will be more pliant and 
open to the Kremlin’s machinations, But Ukraine is already 
unstable, Yanukovych is already in Putin’s pocket, and the 
Kremlin already calls the shots thanks to the neo-colonial 
deal it signed with Kyiv. I suppose it’s possible for Putin to 
be simultaneously stabilizing and destabilizing Yanukovych 
and Ukraine, but forgive me for suspecting this version is 
too clever by half. 

The second is also unpersuasive, as it ignores the fact that 
Chornovol’s beating is just the latest in a long string of at- 
tacks on opposition activists. If rogues are trying to under- 
mine Yanukovych, then they’re an odd lot, as their actions 
correspond exactly to the regime’s brutal treatment of the 
opposition since 2010. It’s the Yanukovych regime, after all, 
that’s been beating and jailing its opponents for the last three 
years. There were 101 instances of physical violence against 
Ukrainian journalists in 2013, up from 65 in 2012. And, if 
you recall, I had commented on the savage beatings of sev- 
eral FEMEN members last summer. If the regime’s previous 
violations of human and civil rights weren’t the handiwork 
of rogues, why should the Chommovol incident be? 

Moreover, consider the following, probably incomplete, 
list of assaults on opposition activists since the Euro Веуо- 
lution began. 

*November 22nd: Crimea, Serhii Mokrenyuk is attacked. 

*November 23rd: Zhytomyr, Vlad Puchych is beaten. 

*November 25th: Dnipropetrovsk, demonstrators attacked. 

*November 27th: Crimea, Mokrenyuk’s car is vandalized. 

*November 27th: Kyiv, Oleksandr Danylyuk’s car is set on 
fire. 

*November 28th: Zhytomyr, Vlad Puchych is beaten again. 

«November 29th: Ivano-Frankivsk, Maksym Kytsyuk is 
beaten. 

*November 30th: Ternopil, Volodymyr Khanas is beaten. 

*December 6th: Luhansk, [hor Chudovsky’s car is set on fire. 

*December 13th: Kharkiv, demonstrators’ microbus is set 
on fire. 

«December 15th: Zhytomyr, Viktor Brokar is attacked. 

*December 16th: Uzhhorod, Yaroslav Shafar’s car is set on 
fire. 

*December 20th: Kharkiv, demonstrators’ headquarters are 
attacked. 

*December 20th: Crimea, Serhii Kovalsky’s car is shot at. 

*December 21st: Odessa province, Yevhen Burkut’s care 15 
set on fire. 

¢December 21st: Kharkiv, Ivan Varchenko is attacked. 

«December 21st: Volodymyr Moralov is attacked; his car is 
set on fire. 

*December 22st: Zhytomyr, Dmytro Tkachuk is attacked. 

*December 23rd: Kharkiv, local activist’s car is set on fire. 

*December 24th: Kharkiv, Dmytro Pylypets is knifed. 

*December 25th: Kyiv, Tetiana Chornovol is beaten. 

«December 27th: Dnipropetrovsk, local activist’s car is 
vandalized. 

*December 27th: Kharkiv, local activist’s car is set on fire. 

*December 28th: Kharkiv, Ivan Varchenko’s car is set on 
fire. 

I suppose it’s remotely possible that Yanukovych knows 
nothing about this violence, but it’s having begun just as 
soon as the Euro Revolution took off can’t be an accident. As 
the US. Embassy in Kyiv correctly observed, “We express 
our concern at a strikingly similar series of events over the 
last few weeks, targeting individuals, property, and political 
activity, apparently aimed at intimidating or punishing those 
linked to the EuroMaidan protests.” 

The first version — that Yanukovych’s forces are directly 
responsible for the Chornovol beating — is the most per- 
suasive, both because it fits the facts and because it’s the 
simplest (and the social sciences always prefer the simplest 
explanations). The regime is thuggish and has been using 
violence-and force since its inception. Yanukovych is thug- 
gish and has been using violence and force throughout his 
entire career. Facing a mortal threat to their existence — the 
Euro Revolution — he and his regime are responding in the 
only way they know how. And, having no legitimacy and 
popular appeal, they are responding in the only way they 
can. If you can’t charm the people, or fool them, or buy them 
off, you have no choice but to beat them into submission. 
Not surprisingly, most of the assaults have taken place in the 


Commentaries 


south and east, where the democratic opposition is making 
inroads and the Regionnaires are panicking. 

It may be that Yanukovych gave the order for all these acts 
of violence or it may be that he simply instructed his under- 
lings to get the job done. Whatever the case, as the man who 
runs the show, he carries all the responsibility for any such 
violence his people carry out. 

That violence may very well continue through 2014. The 
Euro Revolutionaries are not about to go away, and the re- 
gime knows that its back is to the wall. The 2015 presidential 
elections are approaching and, although Yanukovych has no 
chance of winning a fair and free ballot, now more than ever 
he must win. But everyone knows that the only way he can 
do so is by means of more violence and more intimidation 
and more beatings. 

Imagine that this sad scenario comes true. Imagine that the 
violence becomes widespread and systematic. Yanukovych 
may then be open to prosecution for “crimes against human- 
ity.” According to Article 7 of the Rome Statute of the Inter- 
national Criminal Court of July 17, 1998: 

For the purpose of this Statute, “crime against humanity” 
means any of the following acts when committed as part of a 
widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian 
population, with knowledge of the attack: (a) Murder; (b) 
Extermination; (c) Enslavement; (d) Deportation or forcible 
transfer of population; (е) Imprisonment or other severe dep- 
rivation of physical liberty in violation of fundamental rules 
of international law; (f) Torture; (g) Rape, sexual slavery, en- 
forced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilization, 
or any other form of sexual violence of comparable gravity; 
(h) Persecution against any identifiable group or collectiv- 
ity on political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, teligious, 
gender as defined in paragraph 3, or other grounds that are 
universally recognized as impermissible under international 
law, in connection with any act referred to in this paragraph 
or any crime within the jurisdiction of the Court; (i) En- 
forced disappearance of persons; (і) The crime of apartheid; — 
(k) Other inhumane acts of a similar character intentionally 
causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or to men- 
tal or physical health. 

The Yanukovych regime may already be guilty of “im- 
prisonment or other severe deprivation of physical liberty 
in violation of fundamental rules of international law” and 
“persecution against any identifiable group or collectivity on 
political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, religious, gender 
... or other grounds.” It’s not too hard to imagine an increas- 
ingly desperate regime’s resorting to “murder” and the “en- 
forced disappearance of persons” in 2014. 

Given the complexity of the International Criminal Court’s 
procedures, I’m not sure I’d bet on Yanukovych visiting The 
Hague in handcuffs. That said, miracles do happen, and con- 
cerned lawyers could increase the likelihood of their hap- 
pening by preparing a case against Yanukovych ASAP. 

In the meantime, as Ukrainians hope for Yanukovych’s ap- 
pearance before the ICC and demand that the United States 
and Europe impose sanctions on the regime’s most thuggish 
thugs, the West may want to consider a policy measure it 
could easily and effortlessly adopt today. I wrote about it in 
a blog post of December 2, 2011. 

Many Europeans probably don’t know that Ukraine has a 
1998 statute on the books that permits just about anybody to 
acquire a diplomatic passport granting its bearer visa-free 
travel. As you’d expect, the president, prime minister, min- 
ister of foreign affairs, and genuine diplomats get to have a 
diplomatic passport. But so, too, do all parliamentary dep- 
uties, all cabinet ministers, all heads of provincial councils, 
the head of the secret police, a ton of other officials, and, just 
in case someone’s job description is not on the list, anybody 
with the “written approval of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Ukraine, on condition that the President of Ukraine ap- 
proves it.” 

The EU could end the Regionnaires’ monopoly on the real 
Europe іп а flash. It wouldn’t have to blacklist Regionnaires, 
as some opposition democrats suggest. All it needs to do is 
quietly change a few rules and insist that the only Ukrainians 
who get to travel to the EU with diplomatic passports are 
bona fide diplomats engaged in bona fide diplomatic activ- 
ity. Basta. 

Everyone else — all the parliamentary deputies, all the 
provincial council heads, all the cabinet ministers, and all 
the president’s cronies — has to get on line at the appropri- 
ate European consulate, wait in stuffy rooms, fill out endless 
forms, pay exorbitant fees, produce invitations and bank ac- 
counts, and experience the same exact humiliation and frus- 
tration that regular folk do when they hope to go abroad. 
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Yanukovych blames bad 
EU relations on soccer 


By Raf Sanchez, The Daily Telegraph, Dec. 31, 2013 the EU, but spends most of the speech listing the slight 
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The political crisis gripping Ukraine was sparked by 
a complex series of factors: power, politics and, ac- 
cording to the country’s president, John Terry’s left 
foot. 

Viktor Yanukovych, the embattled Ukrainian leader, 
included his country’s disallowed goal against Eng- 
land in Euro 2012 in a marathon list of grievances he 
held against the European Union. 

The controversial call — where referees decided 
Terry had cleared the ball even though it had looked 
to have crossed the line — ended Ukraine’s hopes of 
winning its first home Euro tournament. 

Yanukovych said the goal was one reason for his 
resentment of the EU and his resistance to meeting 
the demands of millions of protesters on the streets of 
Kyiv calling for faster integration with Europe. 

The president made the strange connection between 
football and politics during a 70-minute rant delivered 
to two visiting US senators. 

Chris Murphy, a Connecticut senator used to long- 
winded addresses by colleagues, described Yanuko- 
vych’s speech as “the longest monologue to which I 
have ever borne witness”. 

“He opens by restating his commitment to joining 


he feels Europe has lodged against him and his coun- 
try,” Murphy wrote in a description of his trip. 

“At one point he spends more than a few minutes 
talking about a disallowed goal by Ukraine in a 2012 
Euro Cup match against England.” 

Ukraine has long been divided between those in fa- 
vour of moving closer to Europe and those who want 
to retain the country’s traditional links with Russia. 

Although seen as close to the Kremlin, Yanukovych 
has said he will eventually lead his country into the 
EU when conditions are right. 

His promises have not enough to placate the dem- 
onstrators, thousands of whom gathered outside his 
private home on Sunday (Dec. 29) to demand to his 
resignation. 

His anger over the Euro 2012 decision — made 
by UEFA referees who have no link to the European 
Union — was shared at the time by many Ukrainians 
who felt they had been humiliated during their first 
ever hosting of the tournament. 

England fans point out that Artem Milevskiy, the 
Ukrainian striker, appeared to have been offside before 
the goal and that England had been denied a similar goal 
against Germany in the World Cup two years earlier. 
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Saskatoon Blades roll out win 
on Ukrainian night oe 


By Darren Zary, Saskatoon StarPhoenix January 5, 2014 

Not only did the Saskatoon Blades serve up perogies and a Grey Cup, 
they dished out a big win. 

During a Ukrainian theme night which saw the national anthem sung 
in Ukrainian, and where numerous Saskatchewan Roughriders were on 
hand to sign autographs, the Blades delivered their best song and dance 
on the ice. 

Saskatoon downed the visiting Lethbridge Hurricanes 5-2 in Western 
Hockey League action Saturday (Jan. 4) night before 6,189 fans at Credit 
Union Centre. 

It was their second win, and fifth point, through three games in 2014. 

“We’ ve wiped the slate clean and we started the year well,” said Blades 
forward Logan Harland, who sniped a pair of goals. 

“Tt’s working out well for us.” 

Harland and Nick Zajac each tallied twice for the Blades, who got a 
43-save performance from Troy Trombley. 

“When you’ve got a young team like ours,” said Saskatoon head coach 
Dave Struch, “you’re going to need to stop the puck.” 

Chase Clayton added an empty-net goal in the dying seconds after the 
Hurricanes got two third-period goals by Jamal Watson and Reid Duke. 

"Рує got a little more opportunity with the loss of some key players 


— but I feel like I need to step up my role a little bit and I’m trying to do . 
that to my best of my ability,” said Zajac. SserVvus 

“(Two goals) is a rare sort of event that happens, but it’s nice to get A й 
rewarded а little bit.” credit union 

The Blades outshot the Hurricanes 47-45, with Trombley facing 26 
shots in the final frame. 

“We put three great efforts in a row, in a string, so we’ve just got to 
keep going,” said Trombley. “Our D-zone, I feel, has come a long way. 
The shots are still a little high, but they’re coming from less dangerous 
places, which is great for me. 

“Guys are helping me out a lot. We can roll with this.” 

“We knew we'd have a rough time here as far as our youth goes, but 
we've stuck with it,” said Struch. “We've got a real tight-knit group in 
the dressing room and everybody’s stuck together.” 

The Blades said it was a fun atmosphere, all around, at CUC with the 
Ukrainian theme and Riders in the house. 

UkrNews Ed. Note. This was the second annual Ukrainian Night, 
which features Ukrainian themed music, dance and celebration, hosted 
by the Saskatoon Blades. 


Date set for Wladimir 
Klitschko’s title defense 
Давайте переконаємося, що ми всі маємо привід для 


| 

(Courier Mail)—Alex Leapai’s bid to end Wladimir Klitschko’s reign святкування цих зимових свят. Просимо давати пожертви до 
| 
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Христос Раждається! 
Christmas greetings from Servus Credit Union 


Христос Раждається! 


Дорогі друзі, щорічно ми за традицією збираємося | святкуємо 
зимові свята. | це не дивно, адже ми живемо у провінції з 
такими достатками. 


На жаль не всі одержують користь від нашого добробуту. 
Люди, які страждають від різних хвороб чи згубних звичок, 
студенти та пенсіонери з нормалізованим доходом досить 
часто ледь перебиваються з дня на день. 


Ліберали Альберти вірять, що найвизначнішою ознакою 
нашого процвітання є те, як ми відносимось до знедолених 
людей, або тих, що на разі перебувають у скрутному 
становищі. Саме тому ми повинні зробити все для того щоб у 
нас була не тільки сильна економіка, але й міцне суспільство. 


and become Australia’s first heavyweight boxing champion will happen місцевих благодійних організацій. 
in Germany in April. 

Klitschko has been given a date of April 26 for the latest mandatory 
defence of his WBO title, and the Ukrainian star will put all of his titles 
on the line against the 34-year-old Aussie. 

Leapai has won 30 and drawn three of his 37 professional fights and 
will take on a man who hasn’t been defeated in 10 years. 

Leapai earned his shot at the champion, who holds the IBF and WBA 
belts, by beating Denis Boytsov in a 10-round epie in Germany in 
November. 
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Young ladies embrace 
community life in Calgary 


By Mario Toneguzzi, 
Calgary Herald December 26, 2013 

The two universities have some similar- 
ities even though they are separated by thou- 
sands of kilometres and located in different 
parts of the world. 

St. Mary’s University College in Calgary 
and Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv, 
Ukraine are small post-secondary institu- 
tions. They are both situated on what has 
been described as ‘picturesque hilltop cam- 
puses’. 

But there are a couple of big differences. 

UCU is the only Catholic university in 
Ukraine. And of course, the political climate 
in that country is much more volatile than 
what we experience here, 

Over the years, a strong tie has developed 
between the two schools thanks to the sup- 
port of Calgary Friends of UCU, which has 
helped raise money for the Ukrainian school 
as well as supporting an exchange agreement 
between the two universities. 

Just recently, Ulyana Bezpaliuk and Ivan- 
na Diman, two exchange students, returned 
home to the Ukraine after attending St. 
Mary’s since September. 

“St. Mary’s University is beautiful com- 
munity, comfortable, strong in values and 
located near a gorgeous park,” said the two 
who jointly penned their thoughts about their 
experience. 

They took sociology, psychology, drama 
and French. 

“Because it is smaller in size, students 
know each other and the professors know the 
students’ names. Every day was a surprise 
for us. When we came to St. Mary’s, we 
didn’t know exactly what to expect. Every- 
thing was new and interesting, especially the 
people,” they wrote. “People smile at you if 
you even don’t know them and everybody is 


so friendly and open. We have met so many 
kinds of people and that’s just awesome. 
Another surprise was hearing so many lan- 
guages from different ends of the world. 

“Once, when we were waiting for a C- 
train, one girl came to us, asked if we were 
Ukra nian and had a friendly conversation 
with us.” 

The young ladies were fortunate to experi- 
ence a different lifestyle in Calgary but they 
also kept close to their Ukrainian roots. 

Besides school, they were heavily in- 
volved in volunteer work with the St. Mary’s 
community as well as Ukrainian community 
events. 

“We noticed how you really care about 
people, especially the elderly. Also you do 
a lot of volunteer work, different fundraising 
dinners etc., and we can just talk, talk and 
talk how many good things you do and that’s 
impressive,” they said. 

On Sundays they went to St. Stephen’s 
Ukrainian church and sang with the choir, 
led by Linda Dudar, who is also St. Mary’s 
dean of education. 

“St. Mary’s university is not just a college. 
It is powerful community of people that do 
such a good job. This university has opened 
our eyes and has shown us what this uni- 
versity is all about. If you work hard, study 
well, you can achieve a lot. We will tell this 
to our friends so that they too may have the 
opportunity that we did. Thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts.” 

Dudar says the Bachelor of Education pro- 
gram at St. Mary’s has been rapidly growing 
since it began just over five years ago and 
has become an increasingly popular place 
for students who are exploring teaching 
preparation programs. 

She says it’s a unique vocation resort where 
students leave telling others about the pro- 
gram and the great time they experienced. 

And with the student exchange program 
that message is even being heard in far-off 
places like Ukraine. 
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St. Mary’s welcomes Ukrainian exchangestudent: 


Ukrainian exchange students Ivanna Diman, left, and TORR Bezpaliuk Spent time 1 
fall at St. Marys University College in Calgary. Photograph by: Lorraine Hjalte , Calgc 


Herald 


UGCC Head in solidarity with 
those not afraid to speak the trutl 


(RISU)}—“On behalf of our church, I 
would like to express great concern about 
the violence that is spreading across Ukraine 
against journalists and civic activists. The 
right to know and to tell the truth is one 
of the fundamental human rights of a free 
person,” said Patriarch Sviatoslay Shevchuk 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 
commenting on the latest developments 
concerning the beating of the famous 
journalist Tetiana Chornovol. 


71 want to express my solidarity with th« 
who are not afraid to speak the truth today 
Ukraine. Christ says: “Know the truth and | 
truth shall make you free’ (John 8: 32). T he 
that the right to speak the truth will rem 
the right of free citizens of Ukraine. Let 
remember the words of the Lord: ‘Blessed ; 
those who are persecuted for righteousne 
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heavi 
(Mt 5:10),” said the head of the UGCC, | 
Information Department of the UGCC терої 
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